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[ASSEMELY.]1

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
GASCOYNE RIVER
Conservation of Water

1. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
the North-West:

(1) Have any new steps been taken
since March this year to conserve
water in the Gascoyne River at
Carnarvon, to assure an adequate
water supply for the town and the
plantations?

(2) Has he or the Public Works De-
partment sought outside advice as
to the best method of conserving
water in the Gascoyne River?

(3) Has any decision been made as to
the practicability or otherwise of
placing a “barrage’” at or near the
mouth of the Gascoyne River,
similar to those in the Murray
River in South Australia, for the
conservation of water?

4y Will a survey be made of the
Kennedy Ranges to establish
whether it is practicable to dam
the Gascoyne River in that area?

Mr. COURT replied:

(1) No new steps have been taken to
conserve water but further inves-
tigations have been made in the
river bed and a substantial basin
of approximately 40 acres in area
below the river bed level has heen
located 1% to 2 miles upstream
from the bridge.

(2) No. Possible advisers with the
requisite knowledge and exper-
ience of similar problems are be-
ing considered.

(3) No.

(4) Yes.

BUNBURY HARBOUR
Financial Position

2. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:

(1> How muech has the Bunbury Har-
bour Board paid towards interest,
sinking fund, and depreciation
since 19457

(2) What amount had to be paid by
the Governments for maintenance
since 1945, at the port of Bun-
bury?

{3) What is the total expenditure,
revenue and loan money at the
port of Bunbury since 19457

(4) What was the total liability of the
port of Bunbury in the year 1958?
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Mr. WILD replied:

(1) Nil,
(2) £248,246.
(3) From revenue funds—£690,533.
From loan funds—
(a) On account Bunbury Har-
bour Board—£1,092,951.
(b} Bulk-handling facilities—
£11,075.
(4} Bunbury Harbour Board's fotal
liability to the Treasury as at the
30th June, 1958—£1,247,292.

ALBANY HARBOUR
Financial Position

Mr. HALL asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) When did the Albany Harbour
Board take over the control of the
Albhany harbour?

(2) What has the Government ex-
pended at Albany on port main-
tenance since the Albany Harbour
Board took over control of Albhany
harhour?

(3) How much has the Albany Har-
bour Board paid to the Govern-
ment since its inception?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1) The 17th April, 1950.

(2) £58,675 expended by the Public
Works Department on behalf of
the Harbour Board, and fully re-
couped.

(3) £217,648 interest and sinking fund.

4 to 7. These questions were postponed,

RELIANCE MANUFACTURING
COMPANY

Assurance of Backing by Previous
Government

Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

Will he confirm with the represen-
tative of the Reliance Manufac-
turing Company, who visited
Glasgow in January of this year
for the purpose of discussing with
representatives of Edward
MacBean & Co. Ltd. a suggested
partnership to enahble the Reliance
Company to make polyvinyl
chloride plastic-coated clothing

Mr. COURT replied:

The representative of Reliance
Manufacturing Company states he
visited Glasgow in January this
vear as a result of assurances of
finaneial support given by the hon.
member in the capacity of Premier
and Treasurer. The representative
further states these assurances
were withheld after his return
from Glasgow, resulting in his
making arrangements to move to
another State. The assistance
given by my Government has+been
the means of retaining this
industry in this State,

CEMENT
Exports to Darwin
Mr NORTON asked the Minister for
Industrial Development:

What tonnage of Western Austra-
lian cement was exported to
Darwin during the years—

1954-55;
1955-56;
1956-57;
1957-58;
1958-597 .

Mr. COURT replied:
Year Tons Exported
1954-55 630
1955-56 755
1956-57 7,604
1957-58 .. T 1,900
1958-59 1,450

KALGOORLIE-BOULDER SCHOOLS
Appointment of Clerk-Typists

10 Mr. EVANS asked the Minister for

Education:

‘Would he give consideration to ap-
proving of the appointment of two
female clerk-typists to assist the
headmasters and headmistresses
of primary schools in the Kalgoor-
lie-Boulder area?

Mr. WATTS replied:

No. Clerical assistants are appoin-
ted to primary schools with an
enrolment in excess of 600 which
are used for special purposes such
as training or research. There are
no schools of this type in the
Kalgoorlie-Boulder area.

11. This question was postponed.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION
Interest Rates on Compulsory Deposits
i2. Mr. ROWBERRY asked the Minister

and cloth in Western Australia for
markets throughout Australia, that
he was given clear-cut assurances
by me, in my then capacity as

Premier and Treasurer of Western
Australia, of solid financial and
other backing from the Govern-
ment should such be required to
bring the suggested partnership
into actual existence?

for Electricity:

(1) Is it the practice of the State
Electricity Commission to charge
intending subscribers a compul-
sory deposit of £50, on which in-
terest at 24 per cent. is paid, as
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some farmers in my electorale
have to borrow this sum from the
bank at 5 per cent?

Will he investigate the position,
with a view to—

{a) reducing the rate of inter-
est on borrowed sums for
the purpose of compulsory
deposits to 24 per cent.; or

(b) increase the rate of interest
on deposits, to that charged
by the bank?

. WATTS replied:

The State Electricity Commission
asks for a security deposit varying
from £1 to £50, depending on the
horsepower of the connected load.
Most farmers pay deposits of
under £10.

(a) The Minister has no power
to reduce to 24 per cent. the
rate of interest charged hy
the banks.

{(b) No, because on the basis of
three-monthly readings the
consumer on the average
owes more than the amount
of the security deposit.

I would point out to the
hon. member that this
practice has obtained for a
considerable period.

BUS COMPANIES
Takeover by M.T.T.

GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Transport:

(1}

2)

189]

(2)

What bus companies have been
taken over by the Metropolitan
Transport Trust, and on what
dates respectively?

What are the expected dates of
the takeover of the remaining
concerns, respectively?

. COURT (for Mr. Perkins) replied:

Meiro Buses Pty. Ltd., 31st Aug-
ust, 1958. Beam Transport Limited
31st August, 1958. Carlisle Bus
Service 12th October, 1958, Kala-
munda Bus Service Tth December,
1958, United Buses Pty. Ltd. 14th
December, 1958. Emu Bus Co. Pty.
Ltd. 22nd February, 1959,

Concerning the remaining private
services, the only definite in-
formation that can be given at
this time is that negotiations are
now proceeding for the acquisition
of the Coogee Spearwood Buses
Pty. Ltd.

COUNTRY SCHOOL CHILDREN
Living-Away-from-Home Allowances

14. Mr. BURT asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) What amount was paid in allow-
ances by the Education Depart-
ment on behalf of schoolchildren
living in country towns, to enable
them to attend schools away from
home, in order to achieve a higher
standard of education than was
available in their localities, for
the years ended the 30th June,
1955, 1956, 1957, 1958, and 19597

(2) How many schoolchildren were
assisted by this allowance for the
vears ended the 30th June, 1945,
1956, 1957, 1958, and 19597

(3) What is the present amount of
this allowance per child, per an-
num, and under what conditions
is it payable?

(4) When was the rate of allowance
last increased?

(5} What consideration has been
given by the present Government,
if any, to—

{a) increasing the rate of
allowances;

(b) increasing the area over
which the allowance is pay-
able?

(6) If the answer ta No. (5) is in the
negative, will consideration be
given to this matter?

Mr. WATTS replied;

(1) 1958—Approximately £55,000.
1959—Will not be available until
well into 1960 as many parents
do not claim untit the end of the
calender year.

(2) 1958—1,284. The remarks above
apply to this question also.

(3) T will supply the hon., member
with an informative circular on
this subject.

(4) 1st January, 1955.

(5) and (6) The matter is under con-

sideration.
Regarding Nos. (1) and (2), it
will not be possible to supply other
information asked for. The
Treasury does not keep separate
records of living-away allowances
as distinet from scholarships,
travelling and hook allowances
and examination fees.

COLLIE COAL
Research
15. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:
(1) What lines of investigation will be
" undertaken by the Commonwesalth

committee of experts in connec-
tion with the research of Collie



2

~—

3

4)

(3)

6>

N

8

Mr.

1)

2)

3}

[3¢ July, 1959.]

coal, not already undertaken by
the West Australian fuel tech-
nologists?

Will he give an indication of the
nature of the findings of the fuel
technologists of this State, and of
any action the Government pro-
poses to take to implement these
findings?

Is it a fact, the Minister for Rail-
ways when in Collie recently,
stated the project to coke Collie
coal is not a commercial proposi-
tion?

Will he confirm this statement,
and if so, upon what information
does he base his opinion?

Have the Lurgi representatives
stated that they could not have
done any better than Dr. Usuns
and Mr. P, Donnelly in research
intci?the carbonisation of Collie
coa.

Is the final report which Iis
awaited from the Lurgi Corpora-
tion required, because Dr. Usuna
was not satisfied with Lurgi's ear-
Her repart which indicated the
plant for small briquettes would
not he as good a proposition as
the 34 inch briquettes developed by
our own State fuel technologists?

Has the Government yet received
& final report from the Lurgi Cor-
paration?

If so, what is the nature of the
report?

COURT replied:

The committee of experts appoin-
ted by the Commoanwealth Gov-
ernment is to cover completely
Australian and overseas research
into coal uses.

The Mines Department Fuel
Technologist (Mr. Donnelly) is
shortly visiting the Eastern States
and we have already asked the
Commonwealth Government to
authorise him to confer with the
Chairman of the committee in
order to outline work done on
Collie coal and to discuss generally
the committee’s outlined propos-
als.

This cannot be done immediately
in view of current consideration of
the results of research and in-
vestigations.

No. From memory—and 1 think
those present would confirm this—
I said—

“It is one thing to coke Collie
coal in a laboratory or pilot
plant and another thing to coke
it on a commercial basis.”

I did not state that the coking of
Collie coal is not a commercial
proposition, because a decision on
this point had not and has not
heen reached.

1)
(5)

(6)

D
(8)

16.

Mr,
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Answered by No. (3).

Not as far as can be ascertained
from departmental records.

This aspect will be considered and
the hon. member advised after I
have had an opportunity of exam-
ining more closely the reasons for
a further report.

Yes.

Examination is not complete and.
it is not proposed to indicate its.
contents until the examination is.
complete.

BENTLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Consiruciion
JAMIESON asked the Minister for-

Education:

1)

(2)

Mr.
(1)
@2

When is it anticipated that a start.
will be made on the consfruction
of Bentley high schoel?

When will this school be available:
for occupation?

WATTS replied:

November, 1958.

Estimated May, 1980..

EASTERN ACCEPTANCE CO.

Tabling
17. Mr.

of Papers re Money Lenders’ Act
JAMIESON asked the Attorney

General:

Would he lay on the Table of the
House for a period of two weeks, all.
Crown Law papers and/or files.
dealing with inguiries by the de-
partment into alleged breaches of’
the Money Lenders’ Act by East-
ern Acceptance Co?

. WATTS replied:

I suggest to the honourable mem--
ber that it would be more desir-
able for him to peruse the file-
at my department.

CONDEMNED STOCK

Losses to Export and Home Markets

18. Mr.

HALL asked the Minister for:

Agriculture:

1

2)

3

(4)

What number of cattle were lost
to export through condemnation.
by meat inspection, for the years.
1956, 1857, 1858?

What number of sheep, lambs and
pigs were lost to export through.
condemnation for the years 1956,
1957, 1958°%

What number of cattle and veal-
ers were lost to the home marlket
through condemnation for the
years 1956, 1957, 1958?

What number of sheep, lambs and
pigs were lost to home market
through condemnation for the:
years 1956, 1957, 1958?
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Mr. BOVELL (for Mr. Nalder} replied:
In questions Nos. 18 and 19 the
member for Albany has asked for
information which is not normally
available to the Agricultural De-
partment. However, in an en-
deavour to secure the information
for him, we are seeking assistance
from outside firms, and for that
reason I ask that these two ques-
tions he postponed.

Mr. Hawke: Under contract?

Mr. Brand: No, tender.

This question was postponed.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Revenue and Interest

Mr. ANDREW asked the Treasurer:
For each of the years ended June,
1940, 1945, 1950, 1955, 1959, what
WAS—

(a) the State’s total revehue—
loan moneys excluded;

(b} the State’s total interest;

(c) the percentage of interest to
revenue?

Mr. BRAND replied;

Years Ended June
1840 1945 1950 1055 1959
£ £ £ [ £

{a) 11,110,943 15,053,830 24,810,001 45,719,846 60,068,237

b}
(¢}

21.

3.528,758 3,413,705 3367701 5025100 8,545,828
/N h [] ﬂn o,
31'73 2446 1305 1230  14/%3

RUNNING SHED EMFPLOYEES

Annual Leave

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) Will he, through the Secretary for
Labour's Department, withdraw
objections fto subclause C.1 of
clause 40 of Railway Award 183
of 1958, relevant to three weeks’
annual leave for running shed em-
plovees on shift work of an ardu-
ous nature?

If not, how can his Government
reconcile the granting of three
weeks' annual leave to Mr. W.
Mitchell, Government Publicity
Officer, for work of a non-physical
or arduous nature?

. COURT replied:

No. The clause meant to be re-
ferred to by the hon. member is
apparently Clause 35 of an appli-
cation (183/58) to amend an ex-
isting award, and is one of a
number of variations which are
being sought and which will be
heard and determined by the
Court of Arbitration in due course.

The cases are not comparable.

2)

1)

L))

22.

23.

24.

BLACK ROCKS DEEP-WATER
FORT

Report by Consultant

Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Works:

(1> On the 9th July, in reply to a
question, he stated it was naot a
fact that no work would be done
on the praposed deep-water port
at Black Rocks near Derby until
after an overseas consultant had
reported to the Government on
the proposal. On page 17 of The
West Australian of the 25th June,
1959, the following report appears,
viz.:—

Works Minister Wild said
vesterday the Government
would prabably arrange through
the Agent-General in London
to obtain the services of an
overseas consultant for North-
West port problems. No work
would ke done in the meantime
on the proposed deep-water port
at Black Rocks.

Will he state which is correct?
Has any action yet been taken to

obtain the services of such an
overseas consultant?

. WILD replied:

(1) Investigation work is in progress
to prove foundation conditions of
the ocean hed at a relocated site of
possible jetty head at Black
Rocks. Investigations will also be
made of ocean bed conditions in
the vicinity of the existing Derby
jetty. No work on actual con-
struction of Black Rocks port is
being done.

(2) Yes.

(2)

This question was postponed.

METROPOLITAN BEACHES
Erection of Groynes

Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister
for Works:

(1) Has he yet received any reports
from the Fremantle Harbour
Trust in connection with proposed
erection of groynes at certain
metropolitan beaches?

(2) If so, will he indicate the nature.
of such report?

(3) If not, can he state when the
report is likely to be available?

Mr. WILD replied:

(1), (2) and (3) Discussions have been
held with the General Manager of
the Fremantle Harbour Trust, and
arrangements are being made for
further discussions between Mr.
Tydeman and the respective local
authorities.
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OSBORNE PARK HOSPITAL
Constructional Details

256. Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister

for Health:

(1} Will he indicate what progress, if
any, has been made in regard to
plans and specifications for the
Osborne Park Government hospi-
tal, since he replied to my question
on the 9th July?
Is he yet in a position to advise
the approximate date of—
(a) calling tenders for con-
struction:
(b) commencement of building
operations?

Mr. BRAND (for Mr. Ross Hutchinson)
replied:

(1) and (2) An endeavour is being
made to secure additional land to
improve the siting of the hospital
and so ensure a better frontage to
Balcatte Beach Road. Considera-
tion is being given to amending
the design of the hospital on this
account and having regard also to
other hospital construction re-
cently announced, which will also
provide some gervice for this area.
In these circumstances, I am un-
able at this stage to give the in-
formation requested by the hon.
member.

2)

SWAN RIVER POLLUTION
Cause and Remedial Action

26. Mr, BRADY asked the Minister for

Works:

As g report in The West Austra-
lian of the 29th July (see page 18,
Special Suburban Section) refers
to pollution in the Swan River,
will he have early action taken
under the Swan River Conserva-
tion Act to ascertain cause of pol-
lution and to remedy same?

. WILD replied:

Yes.
MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS
Saving of Expenditure

27. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Railways:

(1) Has any instruction been given to
the management of the Railway
Workshops at Midland Junction to
save a fixed amount in expendi-
ture?

{2) Will the same standard of work be
carried out on new work produced
in the Railway Workshops in the
current year as has been the
practice in the past?

[29)

28.

621

(3) Has any instruction been issued
that—
(a) fewer man-hours should be
spent on new work heing per-
formed at present;

(b less material should go into
new rolling stock production?
What is the estimated saving on
production at the Workshops in
the current year?

COURT replied:
Financial allocation for expendi-

ture during the current year has
not yet been finalised,

Consistent with a policy of in-
creased efficiency and deficit re-
duction, all branches of the W.A.
Government Railways are expec-
ted to effect economies. The
reference to “a fixed amount in
expenditure” is nof understood.
Perhaps the hon. member would
like to amplify what he seeks to
ascertain.

There should be no reduction in
standard of work in the work-
shops merely because of econom-
ies and efforts to achieve greater
efficiency.

(a) and (b) No; but a policy of
economy and increased efficiency
could have this resuilt.

(4) Answered by No, (1),

4)

Mr.
(4]

(2)

3

BETTING ROYAL COMMISSION

Statement by Counsel

Mr. ANDREW asked the Attorney-
General:
(1) Did he see the statement in The
West Australian, of the 29th July,
by O. J. Negus, Q.C., representing
the W.A, Turf Club and the Blood
Horse Breeders' Association, “that
betting control legislation was
building a group of extremely
powerful individuals, at present
law abiding, who ecould become
American gangster types.”
Is a counsel supposed to—

(a) give evidence; or

(h) elicit evidence from wit-

nesses?

If the latter is correct, is not Mr.
Negus departing from the recog-
nised rules of behaviour that
apply to the Supreme Court?
If the answer to No. (3} i5 in the
affirmative, will he see that Mr.
Negus and any other counsel who
has offended or may offend, is
informed accordingly?

. WATTS replied?
(1) Yes.

(2) Counsel may not only elicit evi-
dence from witnesses but also
make submissions as set out in

@

(3

4)
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question No. (1), since the terms
of reference of the Royal Com-
mission include effects, influences,
and trends under existing legisla-
tion, and the submissions are
therefore relevant.

(3) and (4) See answers to No. (2),

ROAD TRANSPORT

Incorrect Statements by Magistrates

29. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Attorney-
General:

1

(2)

3)

(1)

In the face of the Government’s
policy to aid the decentralisation
of the State by granting excep-
tionally low railway freight rates
for long-distance haulage with the
provision that goods shall be
transported by the existing ser-
vices for distances as shown in the
State Transport Co-ordination
Act, will he take action to ensure
that magistrates do not make
statements indicating sympathy
with lawbreakers who convey
goods in motorcars?

As, in the Perth Police Court on
Tuesday, the 28th July, a magis-
trate is reported as having stated
that there is only one train a week
to Dwellingup, when in fact there
are trains on Monday (one),
Tuesday (two), Wednesday (one),
Thursday (two), and Friday
(one) in addition to a freighter
bus service twice weekly, and the
magistrate merely cautioned an
offender against the State Trans-
port Co-ordination Aect, will he
have the position examined by the
Solicitor-General to prevent a re-
currence of decisions based on in-
correct statements made by the
magistrate? .
To ensure that every endeavour by
responsible people is made to
maintain regular services to the
more sparsely-populated areas of
the State, and avoid further clos-
ures of hranch railway lines, will
he take action—

(a) to have offenders against
the State Transport Co-
ordination Act dealt with on
a factual basis; and
to prevent Transport Board
Inspectors being subject to
ill-informed comment by a
magistrate?

WATTS replied:

and (2) The judiciary, which in-
cludes the magistracy, is inde-
pendent and it would not he proper
for a member of the Executive
to instruct a member of the judi-
ciary as to how he should con-
duet his court or as to what
statements he should or should

(h)

3

30. Mr.

not make therein. I shall, how-
ever, bring the hon. member's
question and my reply to the no-
tice of the magistrate concerned.

(a) Crown Law officers prosecute
on instructions received from
the Transport Board on a
factual basis.

(b) Answered by Nos.
(2).

(1) and

Illegal Use of Motorcars
JAMIESON asked the Minister

for Transport:

Mr.

In view of the reported proceed-
ings of Perth Police Court action
respecting illegal road haulage of
goods in motorcars, in which the
magistrate publicly expressed
sympathy with offenders and be-
littled the provisions of the W.A,
Transport Co-ordination Act, will
he give his assurance that the
Tranport Board officials will not
be deterred in carrying out their
appointed duties in administering
the Act?

COURT (for Mr. Perkins) replied:
Yes.

31. This question was postponed.

CAR AND MOTORCYCLE DEALERS
Assistance for Imspecting Constable

32, Mr,

O’'CONNOR asked the Minister

for Police:

1

2)

@)

(¢

(2)

Is he aware that following the in-
troduction last year of new regu-
lations covering car dealers and
motoreycle dealers there is one
constable (Constable Glossop)
whose responsibilities entail call-
ing on all dealers in the metro-
politan area, inspecting registers,
forms 9 and 10, etc., checking to
see they are in order, and making
the necessary reports among other
things?

Does he think one man is capable
of doing all this work efficiently?
If not, is it anticipated some
further assistance will be given to
Constable Glossop {0 enable this
work to he done efficiently?

COURT (for Mr. Perkins) re-
plied:

Constable Glossop is not the only
constable inspecting dealers’ books
and premises, as instructions were
issued last year to all police offi-
cers throughout the State, which
would include the suburbs in the
metropolitan area, to perform the
duties mentioned.

and (3) Answered by No. (1).



130 July, 1859.]

CROSSWALKS

Walcott and Bedford Streets

33, Mr. Q'CONNOR asked the Minister for
Transport:

(oY

¢}

Mr.

1

¢}

Is there a possihility of a cross-
walk heihg made in Walcott Street
near the junction of Bedford
Street?

If so, when?

COURT (for Mr. Perkins) re-
plied:
Vehicle and pedestrian counts

made by the Main Roads Depart-
ment show that there is not yet
justification for a crosswalk in
Whalcott Street near the junction
of Bedford Street.

Answered by No. (1).

TRAFFIC LIGHTS

Charles Street and Scarborough Beach

Road.

34. Mr. O’CONNOR. asked the Minister for
Transport:

35.

(1)

2}

(1

(2)

Owing to the large flow of traffic
at the junction of Charies Street
and Scarborough Beach Road,
North Perth, has any action been
taken to install traffic lights on
this corner?

If not, will he have this investiga-
ted with a view to installing traffic
lights on this corner?

. COURT (for Mr. Perkins} replied:

Traffic studies have been made,
and design is under consideration
to ascertain whether traffic lights
are justified at the intersection of
Charles Street and Scarborough
Beach Road.

Answered by No. (1).

SCHOOL DESKS AND CHAIRS

Dr.

Tenders
HENN asked the Minister for

Works:

n

(#)]

(3)

1)
¢

3

Have tenders been finalised for the
provision of school desks and
chairs for the State Education
Department?

How many tenders were received
and what was the quote of the
successful tenderer?

What was the tender submitted by
the State Engineering Works?

. WILD replied:

Yes.

(a) 10,
(b) £65,445 1s. 8d.

£101,218 15s. 0d.

2,

36. Mr.
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ROAD TRANSPORT
Subsidies

CQURT: May I make a personal
explanation, Mr. Speaker, in order
to correct an answer given to a
question yesterday?

The SPEAKER: Yes.

Mr.

COURT: In an answer to a ques-
tion asked by the member for
East Perth with regard to sub-
sidies paid for the two years to the
30th June, 1959, the figure given
was £228,363. The Chairman of
the Transport Board has requested
that I convey to the House the
faet that there was an error in
tabulation and the figure should
have been totalled at £173,855. The
error is regretted.

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS

37. Mr.

Mr.

Minister’s Explanation

WATTS: In all probability the
member for Mt. Marshall is en-
titled to some explanation of the:
postponement of his gquestions Nos..
4 to 7. T am advised by the Gen--
eral Manager of the State Elec-
tricity Commission that it has
been necessary to despatch a clerk.
to Northam to get the information..

Hawke: Lucky clerk!

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE.

1. Mr.

COUNTRY RAIL FARES
Inerease
MAY asked the Minister for Rail-

ways:

Mr.

In view of the fact that the Gov-
ernment has decided to increase
rail fares in the metropolitan areg,
is it the intention to increase
country rail fares likewise?

. COURT: replied:

I thank the hon. member for
notice of this question. The
answer is that general increases
in eountry rail fares are not under
consideration; but there will be
some smal! consequentigl adjust-
ment to country rail fares, which
automatically follows the adjust-
ment of suburban fares, because
of the suburban portion of the
country travel.

MAY asked the Minister for Rail-

ways:

Do you mean that as a result of
the inecreases in the metropolitan
area some reduction will be made
in country areas?
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[ABSEMEBLY.]

Mr. COURT replied:

I appreciate the humour of the
hon. member’s question; but I
think he will appreciate that the
adjustment will not be down-
wards. It will be an adjustment
to give effect to the suburban part
of the journey incorporated in the
country fare.

NATIVES NORTH OF LOONGANA

‘3. Mr,

Tabling of Papers
GRAYDEN asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:

Mr
4. Mr
5. Mr

Has he any further information
with respect to the gquestion I
asked recently relating to the
pligcht of aborigines recently lo-
cated in the area approximately
250 miles north of Loongana on
the Trans-Australian rallway?

. COURT (for Mr. Perkins) replied:

On behalf of the Minister I wish
to advise that a further search has
been made today to see whether
there is any information avail-
able on the flles which would help
the hon. member, and the answer
remains the same as that which
1 gave yesterday. I can, however,
assure him that as soon as the
Minister returns, he will be giving
further consideration to this mat-
ter and will be conferring with the
district officer in Kalgoorlie to
make sure that any information
available is passed on te the hon.
member.

RAIL FREIGHTS

Inerease

, HAWKE asked the Premier:

In a question on rail fares I ask
the Premier and Treasurer
whether he could give the House
and the country any assurance
that there will be no increase in
rail freights during the current
financial year?

. BRAND replied:

I would not undertake to give the
House, off-hand, an assurance
that there will be no inerease in
freights. When the Government
has considered this question we
will make an announcement. If
the decision is that we are not
going to increase freights, we will
be glad to announce just that.

DANGEROUS CROSSWALKS

Police Supervision for School Children
6. Mr. COURT: This is the answer to a

traffic question, which I promised

to get for the member for Middle
Swan. He raised a question in
regard to crosswalks and the
information I have been able
to obtain is as follows:— There
is no comparison in the number
of children using the crosswalk
referred to and that at Midland
school but, as the Leake Street
crossing is used by very young
children and as it is felt by the
department{ that the crosswalk
may be badly located, it has been
arranged to provide police super-
vision morning and evening at
school periods. In the meantime
thought is being given to represen-
tations for further observation to
be made by the Main Roads De-
partment for a more suitable site
for the crosswalk.

BETTING ROYAL COMMISSION

7. Mr.

Scope of Inguiry
HAWKE asked the Attorney-

General:

Is he in a position to give the
House any information with re-
gard to the question I put to him
the other evening in connection
with the terms of reference of the
Royal Commission on betting and
horse-racing now current? The
question is as to whether the terms
of reference are considered to be
sufficiently wide to allow a search-
ing inquiry to be made into the
actual conduct and management
of horse-racing on registered rac-
ing and trotting tracks when bet-
ting is associated with those races?

. WATTS replied:

I submitted the hon. member's
query to the Solicitor-General, and
my hest way of answering it is to
read his memorandum to me, un-
der today's date, which is as
follows:—
In reply to your verbal inquiry
I confirm that, in my opinion,
the Royal Commission now sit-
ting may receive evidence as to
the administration or control of
racing clubs, provided that the
evidence sufficiently relates to
betting within the State on
horse-racing.

I sought verbally from the Solici-
tor-General, as I have already
informed the Leader of the Op-
position, a fuller explanation of
the last few words. He said that
he was only desirous of excluding
such things as the administration
of the dining room or the methods
by which the staff were employed,
and things of that nature. So
long as they were associated with
horse-racing &and Dbetting his
opinion was as stated.
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Protection of Witnesses

8. Mr. HAWKE asked the Attorney-
General:

Earlier this week a
developed in the House regarding
the wvarious types of witnesses
who might appear before the
Royal Commission on horse-rac-
ing and betting. Is the Attorney-
General in a position to clarify
the position now?

. WATTS replied:

The same circumstances apply in
regard to this question, and this
memo. is from the Solicitor-
General dated yesterday-—-—
In my opinion the protection to
be afforded to witnesses by the
proposed new section 12(3) will
apply only to witnesses who are
summoned to attend the Com-
mission under section 2 of the
principal Act. Since the Royal
Commission is not a court, any
person may make statements to
the Commission otherwise than
at a sitting of the Commission.
The Bill would not afford pro-
tection to any such witnesses.
The framers apparently con-
templated that the only wit-
nesses who should be afforded
protection are those who form-
ally attend before the Commis-
sion in response to a summons,
whereupon they would be pro-
perly examined touching the
matter to be inquired into by
the Commission.

Summoning of Witnesses

9. Mr. HAWEKE asked the Attorney-
General:

Do I understand from what the
Attorney-General has just read
that all witnesses who give evi-
dence in public heiore the Commis-
sioner will in fact be summoned
witnesses?

Mr. WATTS replied:

The system is as I indicated the
other night. It is intended to
ascertain from persons who desire
to give evidence in such a fashion
the tenor of the evidence they
desire to give. Having ascertained
the tenor of the evidence, if the
Cominissioner is prepared to hear
it he will issue his summons.

SCHOOL DESKS AND CHAIRS
Tenders

10. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:
With reference to question No. 35
on today’'s notice paper, regarding
school desks and chairs, what was
the name of the successful ten-
derer?

conflict
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Mr. WILD replied:
From memory I think the name of
the successful tenderer was H.
and L. Vawser.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Ninth Day
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MRE. MANN {(Avon Valley) [2.44]: I feel
that I am competent to speak to the debate
this afternoon after the contribution made
by my worthy colleague, the member for
Murray, last night. He made a delightful
speech telling us of the events that have
occurred in this House over the years. Like
him, this is my third term on this side of
the House, and I purposely decided to sit
in the cross-benches con this cccasion so
that I could look at both sides and try to
view things without any bias and with a
completely open mind. These three yvears
will be my last term in Parliament.

Mr. May: You have said that before.

Mr. Graham: We heard another “Nellie”
last night.

Mr. MANN: This is very deflnite. I
look at Parliament in an entirely different
light, ©On this occasion I am not vote-
catching—not that I have been before—but
after listening to my colleague speak last
night I thought I would take this oppor-
tunity of speaking. The speech of the
member for Murray last night, when he
related all those small incidents, was
delightful. It was full of humour.

I wish to congratulate you, too, Mr.
Speaker. You and I both know what elec-
tions are hecause we have had to fight them
—a hit fair and a bit foul; but we hoth won
on this occasion. I am very pleased that
you are cccupying that position, and I offer
you my sincere congratulations both on
winning the election and on heing appoin-
ted Speaker.

I wish to pay tribute to the electors of
Avon Valley and to thank them for re-
electing me by a majority of nearly 1,000
votes. That is no small number, and I am
immensely proud of being able to represent
them once again in Parliament. I also
extend a sincere welcome to the new
members of the House—on both sides—and
I wish to comment that the material in this
House to-day is the best that I have seen
for a long time.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Toms: You'll get on.

Mr. MANN: With their help we will build
a solid core, and in that I include my
worthy friend on my right, the bashful
member for Toodyay.

Mr. Craig: He won’t he bashful for long.

Mr. MANN: When I look back at my long
years in the political life of this State I
find they have been most interesting. I can' .
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remember sitting here during the time the
Mitchell-Lathamn Government was in
power. It was in office for three years and
then went out for a mighty long time—
14 solid years. Of course we suffered
because of the results of the depression;
and we were abused and held responsible
for everything.

In those days Lahour was a powerful
force; it had men like Collier, Millington,
Troy and that type, and in the party there
was also the nucleus of the strength to
come in men like Hawke, Tonkin and that
type. It was powerful for many years, but
as time has gone on there has heen a
change, and today the party is not as
vigorous as it was nine years ago. That
sort of thing happens everywhere. Even if
my colleagues do not like what I am ahout
to say, I feel I must say it because I helieve
it to be true. I am glad that the member
for Northam, his deputy and the member
for East Perth were returned to Parliament
at the last elections.

Sir Ross McLarty: But on the Opposi-
tion side.

Mr. MANN: I told the electors of Avon
Valley that these men were too good to
lose; we could not afford to lose them. In
the past, Labour has been a strong oppo-
sition, but the tragic part of it is that the
same cannot be said today. I believe that
the first consideration should not bhe to the
party but to the welfare of the State. I
sincerely hope that when the time does
come—and I hope it will be a long time
yet—when the Opposition once more
becomes the Government, the new blood
that is coming into the parties on this side
of the House will be responsible for things
being done which will be beneficial to the
State.

With the new blood that we are getting
on this side of the House I am hopeful
that what I tried to do some years ago
will be achieved, and that we will have one
solid party on this side, instead of two
different ones. If we can sit as one party
when we are & Government, surely to God
we can sit as one party when we are in
Opposition! Surely there should be more
to it than party politics! I have never
been a strong party man; I left the Country
Party in the hope that we would be able to
have one united party among the anti-
Labour forces in this State.

‘When I sat behind Sir Charles Latham,
he preached a policy which the Govern-
ment is carrying out today. I hope the
member for Murray will not be annoyed
at what I have to say but I believe that
this Government is the first one that has
really carried out Liberal policy in this
State for many years.

Mr. Hawke: Unfortunately.

Mr. MANN: I realise that when the mem-
ber for Murray was Premier he could not
do much about carrying out Liberal policy;
times were different, and he could do litle

[ASSEMBLY.]

about it. But the present Government was
elected on the Liberal Party policy. It
was in 1914, that Scaddan, who was the
first Labour Premier after Daglish, started
all the State trading concerns, including
butechers’ shops and fish shops and heaven
knows what; and that nearly ruined the
country. And State trading concerns have
heen carried on ever since by all Govern-
ments.

But we now have a Government that
has the courage to make a few changes.
I hope I will live a few more years to see
the fruits of this Government’s work. The
Premier has assumed office at a time
when big and important changes are tak-
ing place in Australia. In 1930, no-one
visualised that there would be the finance
and the air of prosperily that there is
throughout the whole of the Common-
wealth today. In 1930 we thought we were
completely down and out. Thousands of
men were unemployed, and farmers were
in misery. Today, however, there is an
air of prosperity everywhere. 1 contend
that we are the only part of the civilised
world, outside the Iron Curtain, which of-
fers ample opportunity for investment and
advancement.

Mr. Hawke: The only danger now is
that peace might break out in the world.

Mr. MANN: I only hope that I will not
live to see another World War. I hope
that peace will be maintained.

Mr, Cornell: Not while you are on the
Liberal side.

Mr. MANN: I had better not reply to
that interjection from my Iriend sitting
behind me because what I could say might
be regarded as being unparliamentary. To-
day Australia has great chances of mak-
ing rapid and tremendous progress.

I now wish to refer to remarks that
are made about members of Parliament.
I get very annoyed when I hear men say,
“I would not be seen dead in Parliament,”
or, “I would not lower myself to be in
Parliament.” In my opinion, Parliament
is a respectable ¢iub. When people make
such remarks I think it is very unfortunate,
because undoubtedly parliamentary Gov-
ernment is the only form of Government
that is worth while. In reply to one man
who made such a remark, 1 said, “You
are the one who would moan like blazes
if there were a dictatorship in the
country.” We should do everything in
our power to keep this Parliament on a
high plane. I admit that the Press does
not offer any help. The whole of the Aus-
tralian Press today, unfortunately—can-
trary to the attitude adopted by the Eng-
lish Press—seems to do everything it can
to lower the prestige of Parliament.

In England a member of the House of
Commons is regarded as being an ex-
tremely important person—that has been
traditional throughout parliamentary his-
tory—but in Australia today the Press is
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most anxious to besmirch the good name
of Parliament; and the comment is often
made that a member of Parliament neither
toils nor spins. The day will come when
there will he retribution, and those who
publish such statements will earn their
just deserts, Tribute should at least be
paid to an institution that is worthy of
the British Empire.

Mr. W. Hegney: You have a dictatorship
now in the Legislative Council.

Mr. MANN: I will keep off that subject.
Judging by the changes it has already ef-
fected, this Government apparently in-
tends to carry out its policy to the letter,
and it remains to be seen what the final
result will be. T am a pretty fair critic
myself, and am able, having reviewed the
efforts and the demeanour of the Premier
to date, to sum up how he has shaped;
antd I have also looked over his team of
Ministers, and consider that both the
Premier and his Ministers constitute a very
good team. The Premier has had a bap-
tism of fire since he has been sitting in
that important seat on the front bench.

Mr. W. Hegney: He has plenty of people
to consult.

Mr. MANN: He needs to consult no-one!
He does not intend to play second fiddle to
anyone!

Mr. Hawke: We have only been in first
gear up to date.

Mr. MANN: Members need have no con-
cern that he will not carry out the policy
of his party to the satisfaction of the
people of this State.

Mr. Graham: You will find out!

Mr. MANN: I will find out; I am fully
convinced that at the end of three years,
unless something drastic happens, we will
be returned to office again.

Mr. Graham: We will fire nobody!

Mr. MANN: That cry takes me back to
the time when Sir James Mitchell was in
power. The ¢ry then was: “Work, work!”

Mr. Graham: We will fire nobody!

Mr. MANN: However, Sir James Mitchell
did his job.
Mr. Andrew: He nearly ruined the State,

Mr. MANN: So long as this State is a
State, we will always have unemployment;
it cannot be avoided. At least today there
is some measure of assistance available for
unemployed persons until they are able
to find work again. However, it is impos-
sible to create work for all. It is childish
to think otherwise. Everything depends on
the financial condition of the State.

Mr. Hawke: There is no shortage of
work.

Mr. MANN: I now want to touch on an
important subject namely, the relation-
ship between the States and the Common-
wealth. I am 2 Liberal; and I want to
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say quite clearly that every Common-
wealth member, irrespective of the party to
which he belengs, has only a Common-
wealth point of view and not a State point
of view.

Mr. Hawke: I have heard many Liberal
members say worse than that about you.

Mr. MANN: Yes, I know. Today we are
a mendicant State relying on the few
crumbs that are dropped by the Common-
wealth. Neither Menzies nor any other
Prime Minister has had any respect or
consideration for Western Australia. That
attitude is common, not only to all Com-
monwealth Governments, but alsp to all
Commonwealth members. They have not
beenh concerned with this State; but we
are the ones who put them in power.

Mr, Cornell: The only time State mem-
bers have their uses is during a Federal
election.

Mr. MANN: If you approach them on
any matter concerning the welfare of this
State they are horrofied. Commonwealth
Governments, whether Labour or Liberal,
have done nothing to assist this State.

Mr. Andrew: The Commonwealth Labour
Government was only in office during war-
time.

Mr. MANN: The Commonwealth Labour
Government had a long run., The hon.
member need not worry about that.

Mr. Andrew: I'm not worrying.

Mr. MANN: I wonder how we are to
carry on?  Whatever Government is in
office, the question that is always put to it
is: How are you going to finance the
State? In my copinion this Parliament of
ours is no longer a House in which legis-
lation is passed. It is purely an adminis-
trative body. It is a business concern which
knows that it will be granted a certain
amount of money from its shareholders,
and it is given the responsibility to control
the cost of administration. I have seen
Bill after Bill pass through this House,
none of which was warth a damn. It gets
down purely to a question of administra-
tion.

I have faith, however, in the members
of Cabinet, some of whom are experienced
in certain spheres. A change of Govern-
ment has never done any harm to the
State. I think any Government that has
served the State for nine years needs to
be changed. It is only human nature for
men, after occupying an office for several
years, to follew the line of least resistance
and begin to take things easy.

As I said previously, we are entirely de-
pendent on the finance that is provided
by the Commonwealth Government; and
there is no doubt that if the prosperity
of this State is to continue, and if the
northern part of this State is to be de-
veloped, we must have finance.
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The first essential is that parties on both
sides of the House should form themselves
into a strong combined movement and sub-
mit a case to the Commonwesalth for better
conditions in Western Australia. That
would be a most important and necessary
step. We find, however, that year after
year we go on in the same manner and
nothing is done. We all know how im-
portant and necessary a safe and assured
water supply is for our country areas; but
we do not seem fo be able to impress
on the Commonwealth Government that
funds should be made available for this
purpeose, Yet, on the cther hand, we find
that Government is spending something
like £400,000.000 on the Snowy River pro-
iect, and similar vast sums on other pro-
jects.

We are desperately short of water, and
it is galling to find that we will have at
our disposal only a limited amount of
money to provide this essential commodity
for our country areas. In passing I would
like to pay a tribute to the ex-Minister for
Works, for the work he inaugurated in con-
nection with the development of water
schemes in this State. It is to his credit
that he developed the whole of the Great
Southern scheme, and also the water
scheme in the wheatbelt area, We ap-
preciate what he has done, and our grate-
ful thanks go out to him.

We all know that Mr. McEwen, a Federal
Minister and Leader of the Country Party
in Canberra, was in Western Australia &
short while ago. The suggestion of a wool
subsidy was put to him by the Country
Party, but he knocked it back without any
hecitation at all, saying there was very
little chance of this subsidy being paid.
I know Mr. McEwen personally. He is a
most able man, and I am sure it will be
necessary for farmers to enlist his sympathy
in their endeavours to secure more assist-
ance. I think it is necessary for the people
of Western Australia to make a determined
stand, and indicate that they will not
tolerate dictation from the Commonwealth
Government. If we do this I am sure that
our endeavours will meet with more
success.

This matter of assistance for our State
is an all-party issue; and if we present a
united front to the Commonwealth, I am
certain more money will be made available.
It is most unsatisfactory to find that the
Premier of our State has to go cap in hand
to the Commonwealth Government for the
funds necessary to develop Western Aus-
tralia.

Another most important issue which I
would like to bring before the House is the
establishment of a sewage farm in this
State. We are all proud of our beaches,
which are amongst the finest in Australia.
But they are gradually being polluted by
sewage. By the establishment of a sew-
age farm, we would eliminate this pol-
lution and also bring revenue to the
State. It might interest members to
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know that, in Victoria, I saw the Werribee
sewage farm, which is a wonderful source
of production. The farmers in Western
Australia will no doubt say that the price
of their stock will be affected if we estab-
lish a sewage farm here. That was the
cry in Victoria until the last world war,
when the Americans took charge of the
farms and proved that no ill effects on
the meat arose from the use of the pastures
on those farms.

A great deal of our sandy and light
country could be usad if we established a
proper system of sewage farming. I under-
stand that, in Werribee, over 70,000,000
gallons of purified water pass into the
sea. The time will not be too far distant
when this State of ours will have double
the population it has now—we could even
have a population of 1,000,000 people in
Perth glone. The question is: What are
we going to do about it?

Two of the most important aspects of
this matter are, firstly, an aceumulation
of filth; and, secondly, an enormous waste
of money. I understand that at Werribee
the authorities are running 17,000 head of
cattle. Half of these are pure-bred Aber-
deen Angus caftle, while the other half
are pure-bred Herefords. Some of these
heifers are being sold to farmers as the
nucleus of new stock. I am certain that
we could do the same thing here, but no
ll.'}overnment has faced up to these prob-
ems.

Mr. Jamieson: Wouldn't that be a social-
istic undertaking?

Mr. MANN: There are limits to social-
ism; the seheme I have in mind is to help
the people.

Mr. Bickerton: The cattle will not know.

Mr. MANN: I hope the Government will
give serious consideration to what I have
said. In conclusion, I will only say that
I am very glad to be back in Parliament
for a further term. There is no doubt
that parliamentary life grows on one. My
associations here have been most enjoy-
able, and I have developed the greatest
respect for our members and for their
views. We can at least say that a {riend-
ship does grow up amongst us; we seem
to have the distinction of being able to
forget all our differences once we leave
this Chamber.

I do not think that any other Parliament
in the Commonwealth of Australia has a
greater capacity for camaraderie and good-
will among its members. We may get
heated during our discussions in this
Chamber; but once we leave, all that bitter-
ness is forgotten. I thank members for
their great kindnesses t0 me, and I can
assure them that I propose to serve out
my full time here.

Mr. W. Hegney: I hope we will hear
from you again.

Mr. MANN: I am sure the hon. member
will find great inspiration in my speeches.
I am glad to say that you, Sir, have noth-
ing more to worry about. I have watched
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your progress very carefully, and it is a
source of great satisiaction to me to know
that you have attained the high position
you now hold. My congratulations are
also extended to my friend, the member
for Bunbury, on his elevation to the posi-
tion of Chairman of Committees, I am
sure he will prove worthy of the honour.
Finally, I express the wish that the present
Government will have every success in the
furtherance of its policy. I support the
motion.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [3.7]: I
must say that I feel considerably cheered
and heartened by the inspiration I have
derived from the hon. member who has
just resumed his seat. Like other new
members in this House, I have always felt
a considerable amount of nervousness on
rising to my feet. I had a talk last night
with the member for *Stratford-on-Avon,”
and asked him if he was "going” today.
He said, “Yes, if I can pluck up enough
courage.”

Mr. Brand: At least he was honest,

Mr. ROWBERRY: After hearing him
lslla'eag::, however, I have derived great
eart.

Mr. Hawke: Our supporters will be
prepared to re-elect the hon. member!

Mr. ROWBERRY: The occasion of the
motion for the adoption of the Address-
in-reply is generally used by members to
put forward long lists of requirements for
their respective constituencies; they seem
to adopt the role of mendicants. Either
that or they mount their hobby-horses and
proceed on a joyride around Western Aus-
tralia or even Australia.

Mr. May: It will cost you more to go
around the metropolitan area shortly.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I suggest to the hon.
member ithat we should take that up in
a special committee! Last evening I was
very interested in some of the remarks
made by the member for Murray. He was
full of beans—I was about to add, also full
of good humour and spirits. He certainlty
did go to market. I was most interested
in the way he moved along the back bench
and, leaning over, told the Premier, “Don’t
you worry about those fellows over there,
Davie boy; I am right behind you.” As
a matter of fact I could almost hear him
saying, “Gane doon the burn Davie lad,
and I will follow thee,”

Whether Davie fell in the burn and got
drowned is another story. It must be a
source of great satisfaction to the member
for Mwrray to sit back and not have to
face the bowling. It was most interesting
to see his reaction when the bowling was
on the other evening; when members from
this side of the House were hurling down
no-balls, wides, inswingers and out-
swingers, and even Chinamen.
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The hon. member referred to the Chinese
population. According to him, very soon
every second person in the world will be
a Chinese. I cannot agree with the ideas
he expressed on the question of economies.
He said that a man was growing old when
he ceased to have ideas; I do not know
what ideas he meant. However, I shall
deal with his ideas on economics,

He claimed that the establishment of
the Kwinana steel rolling mill was a2 won-
derful thing for the State. I have no
doubt that he thinks so. Any man who
brings forth an industrial child like the
Kwinzna rolling mill, has something to
be proud of. But I could not understand
or reconcile his attitude with the giving
away of the State’s right to exploit its
iron ore deposits in connection with the
Kwinana steel rolling mill,

My, Brand: Wece cannot understand why
your Government intended to give away
our iron ore at 3d. a ton.

Mr. ROWBERRY: He said, in effect,
that it was a good thing. Let us examine
what happens with the production of iron
at Kwinana. The iron ore is mined at
Yampi Sound in the North. It is sent in
ships to the BH.P., works in the East,
where it is smelted and converted into
ingots. The product is then brought back
to the Kwinang steel relling mill, and
turned into steel plates, which are then.
exported to the East. According to the
member for Murray, that is a good thing.
To my mind, and according to my con-
ception of economices, it is a good thing,
because the more money that is spent in
the production of an article, the more
money there is in existence for the pur-
chase or consumption of that article. The
political philasophy to which the hon.
member subscribes reckons these are not
costs to be reduced.

There is quite enough scope for this in
the cost of production of steel plate at.
the Kwinana rolling mill, especially when
we realise that the B.H.P. obtains the iron
ore from the Siate of Western Ausiralia
at something like 1s. 6d. per ton. Against
that, the price paid by the British Steel
Corporation is £7 15s., Australian, per ton
of ore. We can see that great difference
between the price paid by the B.HP. for
iron ore as against the price which it
ought to pay. although the member for
Murray say¥s he has no regrets about the
price now being paid to this State. TFor
that reason we c¢an see why so much
money can bhe spent in taking ore to the
B.H.P. works over East, bringing it back as
ingots to this State, and exporting the
finished product to the East again.

Mr. Hawke: The B.H.P. is now sending
some to Russia.

Mr. ROWEBERRY: I congratulate the
Governmen$ on: being elected to office, and
the Premier and his Ministers on their
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appointment as Ministers of the Crown.
My congratulations are tinged with a little
regret, but that is quite understandable.

The source of my disappointment is two-
fold. PFirstly, I am disappointed with the
way in which this Government has precipi-
tately rushed in and sacked men from the
Public Works Department day-labour force.
I am strongly of the opinion that before
taking that action the Government should
have set up a subcommittee to go into all
the ramifications of this case, so as to
ascertain whether there were more avenues
of employment than obtgin at present.
Despite the explanation of the Premier a
few days age that his Government would
create more employment, the fact is that
he will be merely redistributing the existing
amount of employment. The cake is no
bli_gger; only certain people will get a bigger
slice.

Had the Government meant what it said
at the hustings—namely, that industry was
for the peoplie and for the welfare of the
people—it would not have dismissed these
men. Instead, it would have appointed
a committee to find ways and means
whereby no man was deprived of work in

the transition period between day labour
and contraet work.

As stated by the member for South
Perth, the question of native wel-
fare should be approached from the
attitude of Christian consideration. If
the natives are entitled to Christian con-
sideration, then so are the workmen of this

State who have a different pigmentation
of skin.

The other point which is the source of
my disappointment has already been
touched on—that is, the exploitation of the
great deposits of iron ore in this State. I
was disapointed that every mineral except
iron ore was mentioned in the Governor's
Speech. It was stated that private com-
banies were to take steps to exploit the
possibilities. His Excellency stated—

Much interest is being shown by
large exploratory companies in our
mineral deposits, and active operations
in the search for bauxite,

copper,
nickel, wuranium, ashbestos, gypsum,
" manganese, and other minerals are
proceedineg.

Iron ore could be included in the list of
other minerals; but I should have thought
that the most important mineral to the

economy of this State would be the first-
mentioned.

I gained considerable satisfaction from
the faet that the member for Murchison
during this dehate indicated that the
Government would probably institute
operations to determine the extent of our
deposits of iron ore. Knowing the party
discipline which is maintained on members
opposite, I could not imagine that the
party would allow a new member to get so
much out of step as to mention, to the
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detrimen: of his party, such a thing as an
export license for iron ore. I am hopeful
that one of the greatest mediums for
creating employment and wealth in this
State will soon he taken up by the Govern-
ment.

The member for Avon Valley stated that
the Federal members of Parliament for
this State do not do Western Australia
much good at all times. In my opinion
one occasion when they did not do the
State any good was when the Hawke Gov-
ernment was seeking a license for the ex-
port of iron ore. I reject the idea that an
export license was refused because there
was a possibility of a shortage of iron ore
to meet Australia‘'s future demands. The
known deposits of iron ore in this State
are sufficient, according to several authori-
ties, to last for another 278 years.

By that time, even the member for
Avon Valley will be forgotten. The rate
of consumption of iron ore in 1957 was
389,686 tons. At that rate of consump-
tion, the iron ore depcsits should last for
278 years. Therefore, if the Government
wants to create employment and wealth
in this State it could very well take
the matter up with the Federal Govern-
ment. The main deposits of iron ore in
Western Australia total 295,592,000 tons.
That figure is the result of merely a curs-
ory examination, It could well represent
the deposits on the surface; and the real
deposits could probably be three or four
times that amount. The British Steel
Corporation is paying £7 15s. for iron ore
from all over the world.

If the Government really wants to ad-
vance the economy of the State; and if
it really wants to help the Old Country,
it should get a license to export iron ore.
If it objects to exporting iron ore to Japan,
the ore could go to Britain which is in
dire need of it. Fven at ten times the price
of 1s. 6d. per ton we would still be show-
ing a profit on what is being obtained now
and would also be helping the Old Coun-
try along.

By this means we would obtain the
necessary finance to develop our great
North-West, about which we have heard
so0 much in this Parliament. Having
slated the Government and told it what
to do, I now desire, on hehalf of my elec-
torate of Warren, to join the long list of
mendicants.

I represent an electorate which covers
an area of 100 miles by 150 miles. It is
bounded in the north by Nannup, and in
the south by Walpole, about which the
member for Claremont told us something
the other evening. The electorate has five
principal centres and seven major tim-
ber mills. The principal needs of these
towns are water and electricity.

To deal with the north first, Nannup
could be described as being between the
devil of Manjimup and the deep sea of
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‘Busselton. It seems to be a sleepy little
town which the gods have passed by. I
am hoping that the development of the
‘pine plantations in Nannup, together with
the tourist industry, will help consider-
.ably to raise the status of that town and
give it some impetus.

Its present great need is for a waler
system. This is in common with a lot of
other places. Water is the great need in
the State, for domestic, commercial,
and agricultural purposes. Nannup is no
less wanting in thait respect than any
other town. It also has a school which
is practically faglling to pieces. I believe
representations have been made tao the
Minister for Education for something to
be done about it. On today's notice paper
I placed a question concerning that school,
but it was postponed. On behalf of Nan-
nup, I am hopeful that the school will re-
ceive attention in the near future, and
‘that alterations and renovations will be
-carried out.

The member for Claremont nas already
told the House that Walpole is an ideal
fishing centre. It is also a beautiful tour-
ist resort. What is mostly required there
al the present time, is the linking up of
‘the hitumen road between Nornalup and
Shannon River. This road gets into a bad
state of repair during certain periods of
the year, as various members of both
parties who contested the recent election
in the Warren area will know. If this
were done we would have a complete bitu-
‘minocus link between FPerth, Albany, Bun-
bury, Busselfon, Augusta, Nannup, Pem-
berton, Shannon River, Walpole, Den-
mark and back to Perth, This would
make an ideal tourist run and would add
rconsiderably to the development of Walpole
as a tourist resort.

_ There is also in my electorate a thriv-
ing little town by the name of Northeliffe
which has been described as the last place
God made; and which, unfortunately, is
deteriorating so far as settlement is con-
cerned. I have from one of my constitu-
ents at Northcliffe g list, showing that 15
‘farms are unoccupied and up for sale.
Eight of them are ex-tobacco farms, and
the other seven are dairy farms. If any-
one wants to buy a farm at a throw-away
price, and does not mind living in the
‘nether-lands or outer spaces of this State,
I advise him to go to Northeliffe,

I have drawn the atfention of the Min-
ister for Lands to the situation. At the
present time these farms are going back
to bush, and very soon the value of the
asset to this State will have deteriorated
to nothing. I am desirous that the Min-
ister for Lands should pay a visit to North-
cliffe as soon as possible so that he can
go into the question of the vacant farms.
I suggest to the Minister for Lands that he
allow the sons of farmers on adjacent
accupied farms to take over these pro-
‘perties gt a nominal rental to preserve—
:iif for no other purpose—the asset Ior the

. primarily on its sawmills,
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State. This would be a distinct gain, and
the matter could be taken up with great
advantage both to Northeliffe and the
State as a whole,

Northwards from Northeliffe we arrive
at the town of Pemberton which, at the
present time, is very disturbed. I say that,
despite the fact that the Minister for
Industrial Development visited Pemberton
recently, for which I am thankful,

Pemberton is a town which depends
It is to the
credit of the Hawke Government that it
kept the small sawmill going on double
shift when the main one was burnt down.
In this way, people were kept in employ-
ment, and purchasing power was distri-
buted throughout the community. After
all, it is the purpose of Parliament, not
to save money but to spend it. If a Gov-
ernment starts off to save money, it will
do itself oui of a job. The idea is to
spend money and spend it in the best
possible way. I shudder when I hear re-
sponsible Ministers say they will save
money. Money is a costless creation, but
we will not go into that point at present.

Pemberton is very much concerned with
the future of its mill—that is, its economic
future. Even though the Minister gives
us a promise that in future a major mill
will be built at Pemberton and that there
will always be a major mill there, it can-
not be said that the same conditions as at
present will obtain if the mill passes into
private hands. Por instance, long service
leave will be altered. At present employees.
at the end of 10 years, enjoy long service
leave of three months' duration; but should
the mill pass into private hands, then the
rericd of employment before long service
leave would acerue would be increased to
20 years.

The position of compensation would also
be altered. Numerous cases have been
brought to my notice where men in private
mills have had their compensation cheqgues
deducted from their holiday pay if they
go off on compensation just before either
the Easter or the Christmas holidays. This
is provided for in the Act, which states
that a person cannof have any other
emoluments while being paid compensation.
Private companies enforce this provision,
with the result that if, for instance, a
married man is out on compensation and
he draws his holiday pay in order to
have a holiday or buy toys, or such-like
Christmas comforts for his children, he
will have the amount of his holiday cheque
deducted from his compensation. As I say,
this may be legally right, and it can be
justified under the law:; but, morally, it is
iniquitous. In the State mills, this provi-
sion is not enforced. If a man egces on
compensation, he is paid. in addition, his
full holiday pay.

Then there is the question of holiday
pay. Under the Timber Workers’ Award,
holiday pay is at the rate of 11-1/3rd
hours per month of continuous service.
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This continucus service provision in the
award is exploited by the private employers
to the extent that if a man should lose
a day's work in one month, the private
employer deducts the whole 11-1/3rd hours
from him. This is another iniquitous situa-
tion which does not apply in the State
mills, In the State mills a formula is
followed in that if a man loses one day
in one month, and there are 25 working
days in a month, he would lose 1/25th of
that 11-1/3rd hours. That is a just and

reasaonahle rule to apply, and it is in keep- -

ing with the spirit behind the award.

I merely submit these points to the
House to illustrate that although a major
mill might continue to cperate in Pember-
ton, the same conditions will certainly
not apply. This will reflect on the economy
of the town hecause all these things will
make a reduction in the purchasing or
spending power of the people.

Pemberton has done great things for
itself; and if at any time a town has
worked for itself and created things for
itself with a minimum of assistance from
a Government, I would say Pemberton has.
It has made a name for itself throughout
the whole world from the tourist angle.
This has been made possible by the fact
that there has been a steady and constant
income from the State mills. Nevertheless,
it cannot be denied thati the initiative and
efficiency_of its citizens have largely con-
tributed to that situation. Roads have
been constructed through the forests, thus
enabling tourist buses to trave! amongst
the giant timbers. A natural swimming
pool has been built by voluntary labour;
and hatcheries, which distribute fish
throughout the whole of Australia, have
been established,

Clubs and funds have been farmed, ail
designed to provide help where necessary.
Included in the funds, is one called the
Mutual Aid Fund of which I am one of
the founders. This fund, in its short exist-
ence, has paid out a total of £1,725 to such
things as a swimming pool; cemeteries;
girl guide headquarters; school, hockey,
and recreation grounds; hospital facilities;
nurses’ guarters; infant health centre; and
basket ball courts. This illustrates that
when Pemberton asks for assistance from
the Goverment—and 1 hope it will not be
put on the bottom of a long list—it does
not do so without first having done things
for itself.

Northwards of Pemberton, is Manjimup,
which is the main centre of the Warren
area. In fact, it contains 50 per cent. of
the inhabitants of that district. This town
also has difficulties and requirements
peculiar to itself. Practically 90 per cent.
of the bridges and culverts in the district
are falling into disrepair hecause of the
heavy haulage over them. I would like to
ask the Minister for Forests to have small
reserves of jarrah timber set aside near one
of the mills so that repairs to these bridges
and culverts can be made at a minimum
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cost. This will be reflected not oniy in the
economy of Manjimup, but also in that of
the entire State.

Mr. Jamieson drew attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Before the interrup-
tion, I was dealing with the desire of the
road board to have a timber reserve set
aside for necessary repairs. If the Govern-
ment continues its present policy of dissi-
pating the P.W.D. work force and plant, it
will be necessary for the work to be car-
ried out by the local governing authorities;
and therefore a modification of the policy
of the Forests Department is vital. The
board has already made a request to the
Minister that the reserve be granted. T
again stress the fact that without the
P.W.D. work force to continue the work on
main roads, all that work will necessarily
fall on the loeal authorities, as will the
spending of money on roads and their
maintenance.

I wish to express my appreciation of all
the local governing bodies and the people
who voluntarily give their services to the
community and so enable the processes of
Government to be carried on efficiently.
The fact that there are so many people in
the community willing to give their time
and services without any emolument at all
is remarkable. Without them the pro-
cesses of modern government and civilisa-
tion would fall to the ground.

Manjimup has a peculiar problem in
regard to its high school. I have here a
communication from the Parents and Citi-
zens' Association, telling me about a meet-
ing which was called to deal with the erec-
tion of a hostel. It seems that the effi-
ciency of the five-year high school, which
is in process of being erected at Manjimup,
is being seriously interfered with by the
fact that there is no accommeodation for
students who wish to attend that school.

That high school caters for the outlying
mills and for Bridgetown, Pemberton,
Shannon, Walpole, and Northcliffe. At the
end of 1957 there were 14 students offering,
but only four attended.

Sitting suspended jrom 3.45 p.m, fo 4 p.m.

Mr. ROWBERRY: I was dealing with
the question of student hostels for the
Manjimup five-year high school, and
pointed out that of the 14 students affer-
ing at the end of 1957, only four went to
the Manjimup High Schoal. At the end
of 1958 there were 20 students offering and
only six went to that school. Information
obtained from the respective schools in-
dicates that in 1960, if accommodation
can be found, the follawing children will
attend the Manjimup High School:—

Northwood—7T boys, 4 giris.

Pemberton—4 hoys.

Bridgetown—5 boys, 7 girls.
Total—16 boys, 11 girls.
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There would prcobably be others as well.
It is vitally necessary that this school
be enabled to accommodate these students.
It is essential for the economy of this
country that we have trained technicians,
and facilities should be provided to enable
students who are willing and able to con-
tinue their studies into the higher spheres
to do so. I am apprehensive that if ac-
commodation for these students is not pro-
vided in Manjimup the parents of the chil-
dren concerned will decide that probahbly
it would be better if they shifted to Bun-
bury or elsewhere. If the children are de-
nied the right to undertake further study,
this State will probably lose acquisitions
to its scientists and technicians.

The Government has indicated that, un-
der certain conditions it will provide the
finance for student hostels. But there
is no building in Manjimup which can be
modified to house students, and it would
be necessary to build a new hostel. TIf it
is a question of money, then I say that
money is 2 costless creafion, as I will
prove in a few moments.

There is ancther crying need in Manji-
mup, and that is for something to be done
for the group of children known as the
slow learners’ group. The self-appointed
committee which operates in Manjimup is
doing a wonderful job in looking after
these children who, through no fault of
their own or of their parents, are deprived
of certain of their faculties. Indeed, they
could be described as those whom God has
passed by in a certain way. It is vitally
necessary that they be taken in hand and
educated but kept apart from other child-
ren in the community.

It is a well-known fact that children are
inevitably cruel; they are cruel to each
other, particularly if anyone is afflicted, as
these children are mentally. So it is
necessary that they be not only educated
apart but also housed apart. I put in a
special plea to the Premier on behalf of
the committee in Manjimup in the hope
that the Government will give them some
assistance by the provisicn of a hostel.
They are in the process of erecting a school
whieh is costing £2,000. A sum of £1,000
was granted by the Lotieries Commission,
but their capital has now been expended,
and they are prevented from carrying in-
to operation the most essential part of
the scheme—the provision of a hostel to
house the children.

Children from Northcliffe, Shannon,
Pemberton, Nannup, and surrounding dis-
tricts will attend there. As I have already
indicated, it is necessary for the happiness
of these children, for the happiness and
comfort of their parents, and for the hap-
piness of their brothers and sisters, that
they be educated in a place apart, and
given individua] attention.

This is a special appeal to the Premier
for charity to be granted to these people.
1 believe that the member for Northam,
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when he was Premier, promised these peo-
ple he would grant a £ for £ subsidy to
assist them fo establish the school and
hostel for mentally retarded children. I
have here a letter from him to Mrs L. J.
Davey, the Secretary of the Slow Learn-
ing Children'’s Group, which reads as fol-
OWS 1 —

Slow Learning Children’s Group—
Manjimup Branch

In reply to your letter o me of
Wednesday last, I would advise I
undertook to try to have suitable
teachers made available by the Educa-
tion Department in country centres
where a sufficient number of slow
learning children were available to
receive special instruction.

In connection with the cost of the
erection of suitable buildings for such
children, I undertook to give careful
ennsideration {0 making Government
finance available provided the local
people concerned also raised some
finance. I think the hasis suggested
was £2 of Government money for every
£1 raised by the local community,

Your members will understand that
members of the new Government are
entitled to initiate any policy they
think advisable, both in connecticn
with the supply of suitable teachers
and also in relation to financing suit-
able buildings,

That was the promise made by the Leader
of the Opposition who, at that time, was
the Premier of the State. I can think of
ne other cause to which the Government
could better apply humanitarian principles
and extend some Christian consideration
t,han. this one. It is a section of the com-
munity that needs help along the lines
set out in the letter written by Mr. Hawke.
The Premier is the chief almoner of the
State when it comes to helping people from
Government funds, and I hope there is
some money left to provide this group
with the school and hospital they desire in
order to assist the handicapped children.

A little while ago I said that money is
8 costless creation, and we should not
worry much about it. In case we are
In any doubt that banks can issue money
at the cost of issue, after creating it from
noth}ng, I will read the following report
published in the Manjimup and Warren
Times on Wednesday, the 4th March, 1959.
The report deals with an article taken
from the gquarterly economic review made
by the Bank of New South Wales. It
points out the danger of banking legisla-
tion and the danger of Government-owned
banks. Among other things, the article
contains the following:—

“As a minimum, the Government
should be prepared to tighten up the
definition of the Development Bank’s
powers and, in doing so, might well
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pay more regard to the conmstitution
of the Industrial Bank of Canada”, the
bank cuggests.

The bank explains that the Indus-
trial Bank of Canada, which was es-
stablished for somewhat similar pur-
poses, is debarred from accepting de-
posits from the public, and its total
lending is not aliowed to exceed three
times its capital and reserve fund.

In actual fact that means that the Bank
of New South Wales admits that this In-
dustrial Bank of Canada is permitted to
lend three times the amount of money it
actually has. 8o, in order to carry out
these proposals I have mentioned during
the course of my speech, we should insti-
tute some scheme whereby we could have
this power to create money and place it
in the hands of the Government where
it can properly be spent.

The SPEAKER: The hon, member has
five minutes left.

Mr. ROWBERRY: Having exhausted the
requests I had to make on behalf of
my constituents, I would like to say a
few words on the subject of crosswalks
which has been exercising the public mind
for some weeks. My remarks are directed
to the amendment to regulation No. 231. I
was perturbed to read the other day, in the
National Safety Council news circular, the
following words:—

The former pedestrian crossing re-
gulation was as unrealistic as it was
unworkahble. The new regulation,
while retaining the essential priority
for pedestrians, allows a commaon
sense practical application of the
regulation.

The old regulation reads as follows:—

The driver of every vehicle shall
vield the right-cf-way to any pedes-
trian crossing a roadway within any
marked or defined pedestrian cross-
ing except to the extent that the
movement of all traffic approaching,
crossing or using such pedestrian
crossing is being regulated by a police
officer or traffic inspector aor by traffic
signals.

There was no uncertainty about the old
regulation. Without any ambiguity what-
soever it laid down that the pedestrian
had absolute right of way whilst on a
crossing. I have no doubt that if this
regulation were not rigidly enforced and
commonsense exercised—I think I have
found that it was—it could lead to a traffic
hold-up. It could he that a vehicle could
be held up at a crossing in a street two
chains wide because one pedestrian had en-
tered the crossing at one side of the street.
However, the regulation was never intended
to be read in that way. The new regula-
tion No. 231 reads as follows:—

(1) Where a pedestrian walking on
a pedestrian crossing and a vehicle
approaching or travelling on that
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crossing are, if they continue on their
respective courses, likely to collide on
that crossing or to cause a dangerous-
situation, the driver of the vehicle
shall reduce speed or stop the vehicle
so as to enable the pedestrian to con-
tinue on his course without interrup-
tion.

In the first case the pedestrian was on
the crossing and he had absolute right of
way. Now the car driver and the pedestrian
have to make up their minds whether, if
they continue on their courses, they will
cause a dangerous situation. The position
as between vehicle and vehicle at a cross-
ing and that bhetween pedestrian and
pedestrian are two entirely different
matters. The additional proviso to regula-
tion No. 231 reads as follows:—

Sub-regulation (1) of this regula--
tion does not apply if the pedestrian.
has disregarded or failed to comply
with a direction of a member of the
Police Force, traffic inspector or
traffic control light signal regulating.
or controlling the movement of traflic.
using or approaching or crossing the
pedestrian crossing. -

This means that, should the pedestrian
make a mistake and walk on to the road,
he is fair game for any motorist who might
come along. With the application of the
old regulation there was a considerable
hold-up of traffic in the e¢ity block. It
could be that a pedestrian who was 50
vards along the street on a sidewalk
could enter a crossing at the time the
vehicle had stopped at the crossing.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I move—

That the hon. member’s time be ex-
tended.

Motion put and passed.

Mr. ROWBERRY: So a totally unneces-
sary hold-up of traffic took place. That
could easily have been overcome without
reverting to the words that have been lifted
from the proviso to regulation No. 190.
Here 2 vehicle gives way to another on
its right, and there is a clearly established
situation; it is not merely a matter of
opinion. The vehicle on the right has right
of way and that is the end of it.

I find that in my electorate the people
now believe—quite erroneously of course
—that the pedestrian has no right on a
crosswalk at all. As a matter of fact,
1 was nearly run down myself the last time
I visited Manjimup. The driver glared at
me as if I had no right to exist.

Mr. Jamieson: How would you get on
in Hay Street?

Mr. Evans:
Liberal.

Mr. ROWBERRY: The situation could
have been met by the proviso in regula-
tion 231 in order to prevent an unnecessary
hold-up of traffic. I know that something
had to be done in regarg to traffic turning

He must have been a
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right or left at intersections, but the
majority of intersections are controlled by
lights, and that position does not arise.
The matter of pedestrians crossing in the
middle of the street, or between inter-
sections, could have been met by the pro-
viso in the o¢ld regulation stating, that
when a vehicle had stopped at a pedestrian
crossing to allow pedestrians to cross, no
further pedestrians could enter the cross-
ing after the vehicle had so stopped.

That would have taken care of the situa-
tion which has arisen now, and which has
been the cause, in my opinion, of new
regulation No. 231 being issued. In his ex-
planation, the Minister said that this
practice had operated in the Eastern
States with advantage, and that we should
therefore adopt it. In the matter of fol-
lowing, blindly, practices adopted in the
Eastern States, I would like to guote an
article from The West Australian of
Thursday, the 9th July. It reads as
follows:—

New Rules for N.S.W. Drivers
Sydney, Wed.—Widespread changes

in motor vehicle regulations are ex-
pected in N.SW. soon.

The changes, which the Government
has been considering for some time,
are likely to be in operation in two or
three months.

One of the main changes will be
to make safety glass compulsory on
all vehicles, instead of being optional,
as now.

Flashing light signals and traffic in-
dicators, if adeguate, are expected to
be made legal.

Other expected changes are:

Compulsory dipping of headlights.

Rejection of smooth tyres.

Reflector bands along the back of
large vehicles to prevent small cars
from running under table-tops.

Automatic stop lights operated from
the foot-brakes of large vehicles.

All the regulations mentioned in the
article I have just read have been in exist-
ence in Western Australia for quite some
time. Accordingly, I cannot follow the
reasoning of the Minister for Police when
he says we should follow the example set
by the Eastern States.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [4.28]: May I, Sir,
add my congratulations to those of other
members, on your being elected to the high
position you hold. Like other members,
I would also offer my best wishes and
congratulations to the member for Bunbury
on his appointment as Chairman of Com-
mittees. As a former holder of that office,
and as one who has deputised and sat in
the Chair you now occupy, I appreciate the
difficult task it is sometimes necessary for
you to carry out. I think we al! know that
it is not as easy as it looks. The occupant
of the Chair may appear to sit and look
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quite relaxed, but I know it is necessary
for vou to be most observant and on the
qui vive the whole time, because while you
sit there you do not have too many friends
on the floor of the House—by that I mean
that members will iry to take advantage of
you if they feel they can get away with it. I
think you are quite capahble of dealing with
those situations.

As I represent a mining electorate, much
of my speech will deal with the mining
industry. I regret the Premier is not in the
Chamber, as much of what I have to say
will, of necessity, be directed to him. The
conditions under which the industry is
conducted in the part of the State I
represent are not easy by any means.
While some of the larger companies are
doing fairly well, others are not so pros-
perous; and indeed in the past the latter
have had to seek substantial Government
assistance. Purtherinore, there is a much
reduced band of prospectors and smazll
mineowners. A large proportion of them
face great difficulties from time to time,
and are in need of Government assistance.

We know and we are grateful that the
Federal Government has seen fit to grant
some assistance, Although that assistance is
welcome, it does not go far enocugh. The
assistance is not as great to the small pros-
pector or small syndicate as is imagined,
owing to the limitations which are imposed.
The Government of which I was a member
in the later stages, made many representa-
tions to the Commonwealth Government
for increased assistance to the goldmining
industry, but it was not successful.

With a change of Government, many
people thoughi—seeing that the new State
Government was of the same political
complexion as the Federal Government—
that more consideration would be given to
appeals made by the State for consideration
of various aspects of State problems, among
them being the need for assistance to the
goldmining industry.

We find, however, that the new Govern-
ment has not made any difference to the
industry, although the Commonwealth
Government has re-enacted the legislation
under which it has continued to grant
assistance and increased the assistance
slightly. But the assistance is nowhere
near enough. It cannot be compared, in
any way, with the aid given by the Com-
monwealth Government to some other
industries in this country, which do not and
cannot possibly have as great a claim for
assistance as the goldmining industry.

The change of Government aroused con-
siderable interest throughout the State,
and in particular on the goldfields; and
it was expected that this Government
would do as much as the previous admin-
istration. The people wanted to know
whether the policy adopted by the previous
Government in regard to the goldmining
industry would be continued. They were
agreeably surprised at the promises made
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by the Government, during the short time
it has been in office,

But when those promises are examined,
it will be seen that they are rather nebu-
lous. Many people on the goidfields would
like to have something definite as to what
this Government proposes to do for the
goldmining industry. It is all very well to
make airy promises. No doubt many
people will be watching with interest the
budget proposals when this Government
introduces the Estimates for the ensuing 12
months.

The people in the goldmining industry
would have been satisfied had assurances
been given that the same assistance would
be rendered, wherever necessary, as was
rendered in the past. This Government
went further than that, and made all sorts
of glowing promises of more assistance
to the industry. Here I wish to quote
something printed in The West Australian
of the 27th May. It is as follows:—

More Aid for Gold Likely

State Government backed diamond-
drilling programmes and geological
research would probably be stepped up
to revive the poldmining industry in
Western Australia, Mines Minisier
Griffith said in Kalgoorlie today.

On his first visit to Kalgoorlie since
assuming his portfolio, the Minister
addressed 400 students and visitors
before officially opening extensions to
the Eastern Goldfields Technical
School.

There is nothing new about the Govern-
ment-backed diamond-drilling programmes.
They were instituted by the previous Gov-
ernment socon after it took office in 1953,
and considerable funds have been made
aV?i]able for the programmes to be carried
out.

The assurance that geological research
would probably be stepped up rather in-
trigued me, because I am fully aware of
the difficulty of obtaining the services of
the highly-trained men. I know the Mines
Department is fully staffed, and it has
chtained the services of as many geolo-
gists as possible. I was wondering whether,
through some good fortune, the present
Government has heen able to obtain the
services of more geologists. I would be
interested to hear that is the case, because
I know the existing staff of the Mines De-
partment has been fully engaged in geolo-
gical research for many years past.

To say that geological research would be
stepped up could only mean that more
officers have been engaged. As their ser-
vices are in great demand by oil com-
panies, and mining companies in search of
minerals all over Australia—and indeed all
over the world—it seems rather strange.
and it may be good fortune on the part of
the Mines Deparitment if it has obtained
the services of more geologists.
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In the XHalgoorlie AMiner of the 27th
May, the following appeared:—

“'New Look” Government Policy Hinted

State Minister Will Recommend More
Assistance to Gold Mining

State Government-backed diamond-
drilling programmes were likely to be
stepped up and geological research in-
creazsed, the Minister for Mines, Mr.
A, F. Griffith, said in Kalgoorlie yes-
terday.

It spoke about the value of the assist-~
ance to mining and the value of geologi-
cal research and diamond drilling. That
is very interesting. Some of the harder
heads among us would like to know, in
view of all the diamond-drilling plants
owned by the Mines Department having
been fully occupied for some considerable
time, how the Government proposes to im-
plement its promise,

(Mr.

[The Deputy Speaker Roberts)

took the Chair.l

As T said before, the geologists are fully
oceupied carrying out surveys. I know
that mention has been made of surveys
that were hegun by the previous Govern-
ment; and they were mentioned in such
a way that one would be inclined to think
they had been started by the present Gov-
ernment. That was not the case. I refer
to a survey carried out between Kalgoor-
lie and Norseman which will oecupy at
least two geologists working full time for
two years or longer. That survey was
started previously, and I hope this Gov-
ernment is not claiming that programme
as being part of its new look in mining,

We were fortunate enough to have the
Premier visib the goldfields about the
12th June. People on the goldfields are
anxious to khow something of a more
authentic and definite nature about this
programme, The HKalgoorlie Miner had
this to say under the heading, “Premier
Quizzed on Extent of Aid to Gold Min-
lng',_

The extent of State assistance to
the mining industry would depend
upon Western Australia’s loan fund
allocation this month, the Premier,
Mr. Brand, said in Kalgocrlie yester-
day.

Mr. Brand, who will attend the Loan
Council meeting and Premiers’ con-~
ference in Canberra at the end of
this month, confirmed the recent
statement by the Minister for Mines,
Mr. Griffith, that the State Govern-~
ment aimed at giving a greater im-
petus to the mining industry.

I think you will agree, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that the statements I have read
out this afternoon would lead people in
the goldmining industry to believe that
they were to receive something in ad-
vance of what they obtained previously,
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While the Premier did not say anything
definite, he did say that all sorts of things
were going to happen.

Mr. W. Hegney: All propaganda!

Mr. MOIR: Later, the Premier struck
a rather discordant note, which was sur-
prising, because we saw this heading in
The Kalgoorlie Miner of the 24th June,
“W.A. May Get £2,000,000 More Than Last
Year.”

It was rather surprising to be informed,
a few days after the Premier had visited
Kalgoorlie, that he was disappointed in
the amount of loan money he was to re-
ceive. 1 think that an extra £2,000,000
would be sufficient for quite a bit of work,
even allowing for the inflationary period
through which we are passing. Even
though the Premier received £2,000,000
more than previously, he was disappointed.

I can understand that even if £20,000,000
more were granted to this State, any Gov-
ernment could find plenty of essential work
to justify the spending of that money.
Governments know approximately what
amount they will receive; and I am quite
sure that the Premier did not go to the
Loan Council thinking that a sizeable sum
in excess of the previous year would be
handed to him. It was surprising to see
that the Premier was disappointed when
he received £2,000,000 more, especially in
view of the fact that in this House, when
the previous Premier made statements that
certain things could not be carried out
because insufficient money was available,
members of the Government—who were
then in Opposition—including the Premier,
stated that we were getting adequate sums
of money from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment,

The older members of this House would
know that to be true; and it is recorded
in Hansard. The mohey received then
was less than the Premier has been allo-
cated this year, yet he regards the addi-
tion of £2,000,000 as a maties for regret.
I am wondering if this is to be used as
an excuse as to why the further assistance
which he has bheen talking about is not
now to be given to the mining industry.

All members in this House know the
very substantial assistance which was
given to the goldmining industry by the
previous Government. We know that a
sum totalling £250,000 was inade available
to the Sons of Gwalia mine to enable
it to survive and get on its feet again.
1 am happy to say that indications at
the present time are that the mine is now
in process of recovery and will be able
to carry or for quite a number of years.
Of the £250,000 to which I have referred,
£100,000 was made available free of in-
terest.

In regard to the Bullfinch mine, we
knhow that the Western Mining Corpora-
tion was assisted to the extent of £100,000
to enable it to carry on with a develop-
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mental programme which it could not
finance out of its own resources. Consider-
able sums of money were also made avail-
able to the people who were mining copper
at Ravensthorpe. An amouni of £100,000
was made available in addition to approxi-
mately £40,000 {o assist in the housing of
employees, and about £30,000 to provide
facilities for bulk handling of concentrates
at Esperance. In addition, substantial sums
were spent on diamond drilling and in as-
sisting companies to diamond drill, Loans
were made available to smaller mining
companies, and substantial amounts were
given to assist prospectors.

Altogether, the assistance given by the
previous Government represented a con-
siderable sum of money. When we were
told that it was the intention of this Gov-
ernment to give more, it was indeed pleas-
ing news. However, I have my doubts
about it. I do not know whether it is be-
cause I am of Scoftch extraction that X
am inclined to be canny in these matters,
but I am doubtful ahout people when pro-
mises are made which are not being car-
ried out.

Mention has been made of iron ore.
When the member for Murray was speak-
ing last evening the Premier interjected—
rather angrily, I thought—and sald that
members of the Opposition would give
away iron ore to the Japanese. I never
heard of any proposal of that nature. We
would give the iron core away to nobody.

Mr. Brand: Look at the files.

Mr. MOIR: I can tell the Premier plenty
about iron ore.

Mr. Brand; Tell us about the arrange-
ments Mr. Willcock was meking when
Premier,

Mr. MOIR: In the Kalgoorlie Miner—
it is a great paper, the Kalgoorlie Miner—
on the 15th May this year, there was an
article about iron ore, with the sub-head-
ing, “Commonwesalth and States Should
Combine”',

Mr. Brand: Shouldn’t they?

Mr. MOIR: I am not going to read the
whole article, which was headed, “Brand
Wants Iron Ore in W.A, Assessed”, Part
of it is as follows:—

. It was vital for Australia to know
just what deposits existed.

He supported the right of the Com-
monwealth to safeguard iron ore and
restrict its export. However, as the
quantities of low quality ore became
clearer, the Commonwealth and States
should draw up a plan to sell some of
it overseas.

"“If we sell any of our ore”, the Pre-
mier said, “the profits would not be
used for a State-owned trading con-
cern such as the proposal by the
Hawke Government to extend the
charcoal-iron industry,



638

“l believe that profits from over-
seas sales of iron ore should he to help
private enterprise establish industry
in Western Australia. I would be par-
ticularly interested in any proposition
which might lead to private enter-
prise establishing a steel industry in
Western Australia.”

He wants the iron ore assessed.
like to know why.

Mr. Brand: In order that we micght
know the resources, because no-one else
does.

Mr. MOIR: Are we to spend good Stave
money assessing what our resources are
in order to give them away as a previ-
ous Government did when it handed over
what it thought was the main iron ore
deposit in this State to the Broken Hill
Company, for which it charged a miser-
able royalty of 6d. a ton?

Mr. Brand: What do you mean by main
deposits? That argument about giving away
the main deposits was used in debate in
this House. However, we knew about Kooly-
anobbing.

Mr, MOIR: As I understand it, I am
making this speech. The Premier is sup-
posed to be listening.

Mr. Brand: I listened for long enough.
I could not stand it any more,

Mr. MOIR: Would the Premier lisien
to me a little more? I listened to him.

Mr. Brand: Thank you very much! Go
on.

Mr. MOIR: That company evidently
had some idea of fair play. It must have
thought 6d. per ton was such a miserable
amount that it voluntarily offered to pay
1s. 6d. per ton. It must he admitted that
it is really something nowadays for a big
business concern to make such an advance
—ifrom 6d. to 1s. 6d. Iis conscience must
really have been stricken. We are sup-
posed to go ahead and assess how much
more iron ore we have here. What for?
So that it can be bound up and handed
over to this company again.

_Mr. Brand: We will tell you the reason
in due course.

Mr. MOIR: It has been well known
among mining men for a long time that
there is far more iron ore than that which
was handed over to B.H.P. Fortunately,
though, it was not known to the McLarty-
Watts Government at the time; otherwise
it would, no doubt, have handed it over.
It appears that we have some very large
iron ore deposits. I am very fearful of
what is going to become of them. I am
very fearful as to whether this very gener-
ous Government will hand them over too.

Mr. Toms: It might be offered 2s. a
ton this time.

Mr. MOIR: With reference to the Pre-
mier’'s remark that the profits will not be
used for a State-owned irading cencern,

I would
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I do not think that the Government of
the day would have attempted to set up
a charcoal-iron and steel industry at
Wundowie if private enterprise had been
prepared to do so. But private enterprise
was not prepared to do it at all. If the
Government, of the day had not estab-
lished the industry, it would certainly not
be there today. When the Hawke Govern-
ment was in office, it would cheerfully
have given every possible assistance it
could to any company which was willing
to establish an iron and steel industry
in this State.

Buf private enterprise is not enterprising
enough to shoulder these responsibilities
except if it is getting assistance in very
large lumps from the Government.

As far as the goldmining industry is con-
cerned, there is quite a lot of disappoint-
ment that this Government did not see fit
to appoint one of the members of this
Chamber—which is the democratic Cham-
ber—as Minister for Mines, but has ap-
pointed a Minister in another place. Re-
cently, we have seen that we are not to
have a full-time Minister for Mines at all,
but only a part-time Minister.

Mr. Brand: Would that not apply to
railways?
Mr. MOIR: In the Daily News of the

23rd July, 1859, there was an article as
follows:—

MINISTER GETS NEW OFFICE

The first step in providing better
office accommodation for State Cabi-
net Ministers will be taken today.

Transport Minister Perkins, who has
had to operate from the State Housing
Commission for the past three months,
will vacate his suite of offices.

He will leave by train for the East-
ern States late today and, on his re-
turn in about a fortnight, will move
into a new suite of offices on the sixth
floor of the State Insurance building,
St. George's Terrace.

Housing Minister Griffith will even-

tually take over Perkins’ present
offices.

Mr. Griffith, who is also Mines Min-
ister,—

“also Mines Minister' has just been tagged
on—
—will retain his present office in the
Treasury building in addition to the
o_fﬁce in the State Housing Comrmis-
sion.

He cannot be in two places at once; and
I take it that part of the time he will
be at the Housing Commission; and part
of the time at the Mines Department. I
think I am quite right in asserting that
we have a part-time Minister for Mines.

Mr. Toms: And u part-time Minister
for Housing,
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Mr. MOIR: Previously, for many years,
we had a fyll-time Minjster; and I can
assure the House that if a Minister for
Mines is doing his work properly, he will
not have a 40-hour week at all, He will
spend as many as 14 hours a day at work
because he has to keep pace with the many
problems that arise from time to time.

Mr. Brand: When the hon. Mr, Kelly was
Minister for Mines, was he a part-time
Minister for Mines or part-time Minister
for Industrial Development?

Mr. Bovell: Or part-time Minister for
Fisheries?

Mr. MOIR.: He worked from his office at
the Department of Mines. He was available
to any person from the goldfields who
wished to see him. The hon. Mr. Kelly
adopted the same principle as 1. Any
person coming from the outback or the
goldfields, or any mining centre at all,
always found the door open to him.

Mr. Brand: So with this Minister.

Mr. MOIR: He never ever refused to see
anyone. If Mr. Kelly was not out some-
whte_r_-e, he would be in the office. If he was
no

Mr. Brand: Mr. Telfer would be there.

Mr. MCIR.: It appears to me that instead
of the Hon. A. F. Griffith being the Minister
for Mines, we have Mr, Telfer as Minister
for Mines.

Mr. Brand: He would make a good
Minister; but the Hon. A. PF. Griffith will
be there all the time.

Mr. Evans: He would make a better one.

Mr. MOIR: We also know that the
previous Government carried cut a trem-
endous amount of work on the coalfields,
as indeed, have Labour Governments for a
long time back, We know that the Wise
Labour Government drilled coalfields and
that the McLarty-Watts Government—

Mr. Brand: Drilled them also,

Mr. MOIR:—handed them over. Handed
over leases that were being held in the
interests of the State.

Mr, Toms: All Labour Governments are
wise Governments.

Mr. Watts: That was the Wise Govern-
ment,

Mr, MOIR: I will say more about coal-
mining a little later. We have heard a lot,
recently, about mandates being given to
this Government. It makes peculiar reading
when one goes back to the appeals made {o
the electors prior to the election. On the
18th March there was a full-page adver-
tisement in The West Awusiralian, with
photos of a lot of candidates; and it was
headed “David Brand Says These Are the
Men who Will do the Job. Go Ahead, Vote
Liberal.”

Mr, Cornell: Who is the good-looking
fellow at the haek of the sheet?
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Mr. MOIR: While I see a lot of well-
known faces there, and people with whom
I am acgainted—I have become acquainted
with some of them since the election—there
are some people there that I do not know
at all. As the proposed representative for
South Perth, there was a chap by the
name of Strickland, whom the Liberal
Party were advising the voters to vote for.
He is not in this House, but evidently the
member for South Perth was not accept-
able to the Liberal Party bprior to the
election. In other words, they would not
have a bar of him, but preferred this man
named Strickland. For Mt. Lawley they
preferred a man named Barras—

Rowberry; But in the end they were
embarrassed.

Mr. MOIR: They have evidently had
time to observe the member for Darling
Range in this House and they did not want
a bar of him either; but advocated that
the people should vote for someone named
Kostera. However, the voters did not think
that way, and the member for Darling
Range was re-elected—I am pleased fo say
—~and still sits here. The Liberal Party was
very emphatic about the member for Mt.
Lawley and about Mr. Barras; and got out
a big advertisement telling the electors of
Mt. Lawley to elect Mr. Barras. He is
probably a very distinguished gentleman;
but the people of Mt. Lawley did not take
the advice, and re-elected the member for
Mt. Lawley. The advice given to the elec-
tors by the Liberal Party was entirely
disregarded in those three instances—

Mr. O'Connor: The money for those
advertisements did not come from the
Treasury.

Mr. Brand: That point is well taken.

Mr. MOIR: We could tell you the story
about that, The spending of that money
out of the Treasury was perfectly justi-
fied, perfectly in order, and perfectly
honest. FHad there been anything wrong
about it, members on the Government side
of the House would have been only too
delighted to do something about it: and
to do it to the -Ministers concerned, of
whom I am proud to say 1 was ohe.
There is also the advice extended to the
electors by the Country Party. Had that
been followed by the electors, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, your distinguished colleague would
not now have occupied the Speaker’s Chair.
He would not have been there if the Coun-
try Party had had its way, because it
did not think he was a fit and proper
person to represent the people of Black-
wood. They much preferred a man named
Muir.

Mr. Rowberry: And a very good name,
too.

Mr. MOQIR: They did not think much
of the Minister for Works (the member
for Dale) because they preferred two people
to him—a Mr. McPhail and a Mr. Mills.
Fortunately the member for Dale was able
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to survive; and I am pleased to see him
here. It all goes to show that there was a
great divergence of opinion, on both sides
of the Hause, as to who were fit and proper
persons to be here.

The member for Murray last night ad-
dressed some remarks acrgss the Chamher
—very improperly I thought—to our
Leader; and said that, although they were
kindly towards one another here, politic-
ally if the Leader of the Opposition thought
he could have the member for Murray
unseated he would do it immediately. He
need not have confined those remarks to
our Leader; because no doubt the Country
Party would do the same thing if it could;
and probably more quickly than we would.
The member for Murray need have no
illusions about that at all

A matter which concerns me is the
promises that the Government has already
broken. Both in its election propaganda
and in this House the Government stated
that it would, if returned to office, adopt
an entirely different policy in regard
to eoal; that it would immediately embark
uvpoh & policy of obtaining cheaper copen-
cut coal. Indeed, the Premier went so far
ag to say that he hoped eventually to ob-
tain all apen-cut coal.

Mr. Brand: Unless we do, we will not he
using any coal at all, because we will be
outpriced.

Mr. MOIR: That would depend upon the
steps taken. It is a very serious thing
to find that after all these statements
were made to the electors of the State,
to the effect that these things would be
done, either the Government has changed
its policy altogether, or the Premier is at
variance with some of his Ministers. We
find, in the Kalgoorlie Miner of the 15th
June, a statement headed “Mines Minister
at Collie”, It reads—

It was not the Government's in-
tention or desire to bring aboub un-
employment on the Collie coalfield,
the Mines and Housing Minister, Mr.
Griffith, said taday. - The situation on
the coalfield was extraordinary, he said.
There were three ecompanies supply-
ing coal to .virtually one consumer,
the Government.

In the event of calling tenders for
the supply of coal the Government
would be in a position to get open-cut
coal at a cheap rate, probably as low
as £1 a ton. That no doubt could
be achieved by employing less men
in the industry than at present, but
that was not the answer.

1 want members to note that.

The Minister said the Government
wished to comply with its announced
policy of getting cheaper coal, for if
new industries were to be attracted
to Western Australia they had to be
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offeved cheap power. More industries
would create a bigger demand for coal
and that would bring about more sta-
bility for Collie,
Mr. W. Hegney: They were having a few
bob bhoth ways.

Mr., MOIR: If is known as “the dollar
each way.” The Government knows per-
fectly well, because it was told in this
House, that we could cbtain more open-
cut coal. It knew perfectly well that that
would mean large-scale dismissals at Collie,
with the result that Collie as we now
know it would cease to exist. The Gav-
ernment had its opportunity fto obtain
open-cut coal. It is remarkable to see
that when, on the 1lst July, the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition asked the Prem-
ier a question on open-cut coal, he got
this answer:

In view of his declaration in The
West Australian of the 9th March
that his party’s policy was to obtain
more coal from open cuts, why did
his Government refuse the Griffin Coal
Co, permission to open-cut the
Wyvern?

The Premier replied—

The Government did not refuse the
Griffin Coal Mining Co. permission to
open-cut the Wyvern,

It is of no use the Premier shaking his
head at the Deputy Leader across the
Chamber, and grinding his teeth.

Mr. Brand: I do not know who is grind-
ing his teeth. It is not me.

Mr. MOIR: Do Ministers of the Govern-
ment refuse to answer correspondence sent
to them?

Mr. Brand: I would say we are a good-
mannered crowd and that we would answer
correspondence just as regularly as our
opponents.

Mr. MOIR: Before I vacated my office,
and while I was in a position of a care-
taker-Minister—during the time the
Country Party and Liberal' Party were
making up their minds what they would
do about the Government—

Mr. Brand: I must say that you were
not as busy as some of your colleagues!

Mr. MCIR: —I received a letter from
the Griffin Coal Mining Co. stating that
because of a fire which had been experi-
enced at the Wyvern mine the company
would no longer be able to obtain coal
there. Accompanying this letter were a
number of other letters from its cus-
tomers. This was to draw my attention
to the faect that the Grifin Co. had re-
ceived letters saying that it was essential
that its customers should continue to have
Wyvern coal btecause of its quality. The
company said that it could be seen, from
the letters, that it was important it
be allowed to mine Wyvern coal; and there
was only one way to do it, and that was
by the open-cut method.
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The company had already started to
remove the over-burden from the coal
seam in anticipation of the request being
granted. But as I was only in the position
of a caretaker-Minister to carry out
ordinary routine duties, I left the letter
for my successor, whoever it might be.
That letter was one of the top ones on my
desk when the present Minister for Mines
took over. If this Government did not stop
the company from obtaining open-cut coal,
I would like to know what happened.

Mr. Brand: We didn't stop it.

Mr. MOIR: What would be the reply
to the letter? The letter demanded a
reply, “Yes” or “No,” because the company
had already started to remove the over-
burden, anticipating that & favourable re-
ply would be received. Obviously some-
thing cropped up; something happened to
prevent the company from getting open-
cut coal, even though it was desirous of
obtaining it. I do not know whether there
was some little talk around the corner; or
whether somebody said, “Just behave your-
selves and do not embarrass us at this
stage.” I know perfectly well from my
own experience that Amalgamated Col-
lieries would bhe waiting on the doorsetp
of the new Government to obtain permis-
sion to get open-cut coal. We have not
seen any revolution at Collie.

Mr. Brand: One step enough for me.
One step at a time.

Mr. Bickerton: You toock {wo on some
things.

Mr. MOIR: The steps taken in that case
are in contrast to the indecent haste of
this QGovernment in sacking Government

. employees.

Mr. Heal: Hear, hear!

Mr. MOIR: The Government is barely
in office before it is sacking men right and
left. But evidently its dealings with the
coal company have to he carefully watched.
Apparently the Government has to tread
very warily in its dealings with those com-
panies; but when it is dealing with Gov-
ernment employees, it is a different matter
altogether.

Mr. Brand: Tell us how the AL.P. got
on with the organised strike.

Mr. MOIR: The ALP. is not under dis-
cusion at the moment.

Mr. Wild: Just as welll

Mr. MOIR: The Premier, being a law-
abiding person, should be the last to be
sorry that there has not been a strike.
The Premier is sorry that the unions were
not ill-advised and did not rush into a
strike hecause that would have suited his
book right down to the ground,

Mr. Brand: Not my book; your book.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Roberts):

Order! The hon. member should address
the Chair.
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Mr. MOIR: I am addressing the Chair,
Mr, Deputy Speaker. The Premier seems
to get a bit hot under the collar about
these things. Sometimes the truth hurts.

Mr. Brand: I feel very cross!

Mr. Bovell: I have never seen the Pre-
mier in such a happy frame of mind.

Mr. Fletcher: I sometimes smile when
I am not happy.

Mr. MOIR: I cannot let this occasion
pass without saying how disappointed I
am in the Premier for allowing the small
pittance given as extra money to the single
unemployed to be taken away from them
on the ground that it would cost £50,000
per annumm.

Mr. Brand: On the ground that it was
not paid by any other State.

Mr. MOIR: What would that matter?
Mr. Brand: We were a claimant State.

Mr. MOIR: There are a frightful lot of
things heing done in this State which no-
one would dare to do in the other States.
Before the session is finished I will bring
some matters up here and lay them before
the Premier to show exactly what this
Government is doing.

Mr. Brand: It was not justified on any
score.

Mr. MOIR: I was astounded because I
happen to know something of the Premier,
I know that he personally experienced
hardtships long before he got into Parlia-
ment.

Mr. Brand: No-one paid me 17s. 6d. a
week.

Mr. MOIR: I went through hard times
and nobody paid me any money to help
me along; but it has not made me un-
sympathetic to those who are up against
hard times. It has made me appreciate
their plight,

Mr. Brand: Look where it has got you!

Mr. MOIR: I am rather surprised that
the Premier does not appreciate these
things, seeing that he suffered hardships
long before he became a member of Par-
liament. We should not forget the lessons
we learn as we go through life. It is one
thing to be sympathetic to those who are
well able to look after themselves; and it
is another thing to be sympathetic to
those who are not so fortunate, and whao
It'“_equire assistance when they fall on hard
imes.

I want to mention something that I
think the Premier would hasten to put
right 1f he knew abouf it. I refer to the
relationships beiween private members
and Ministers. I am sorry to have to
mention this, especially as the Minister
concerned is not in the State at present;
but I wish to take this opportunity of
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placing the circumstances before the Pre-
mier to ensure that the same sort of thing
does not happen to other members, This
incident concerns the Minister for Police,
who had certain communications from the
Police Boys' Club in Boulder. I think some
of the correspondence was also directed
to the Premier in an effort to obtain as-
sistance,

One of the matters about which they
were concerned was the provision of an
instructor for Boulder. The Police Boys’
Clubs are wonderful organisations on the
fields and the people in charge are doing
an excellent job. The clubs are deserving
of every assistance and I know perfectly
well that this Government would do every-
thing in its power to help them, although
I realise that the Government cannot do
everything.

What I have to complain about is this:
The club in Boulder required an instructor,
and that request had been passed on to
the Minister for Police. I discussed the
matter with the Minister here the Wed-
nesday before last, and he told me that he
would be in Kalgoorlie en his return from
Canberra and intended to have a look at
the matter to see if he could do something
ahout it.

On my arrival in Kalgoorlie on Friday
morning I telephoned the secretary of this
Police Boys’ Club to advise him what the
Minister had told me; namely, that he
would look into the question. Much to my
surprise, however, he told me that he had
already been advised that a part-time in-
structor would be stationmed at Boulder;
that some six or seven days previously Mr.
Peter Brown, the Commonwealth member
representing Kalgoorlie, had passed this
information on to him. I take extremely
strong exception to that.

In the first place, I fail to see what a
Commonwealth member has to do with
any State matters. I fail to see what a
Commonwealth member has to do with a
small question that affects the Boulder
Police Boys' Club, which comes under the
jurisdiction of & State department. There-
fore, I take strong exception to the Minis-
ter for Police advising the Commonwealth
member for Kalgoorlie that he had ap-
pointed a part-time instructor to the
Boulder Police Boys’ Club, and telling me
that he would logk into the matter.

The practice followed by all Labour Min-
isters—1 know I followed it—was that
when =z Commonwealth member ap-
proached any one of them on a matter
affecting a State electorate he was re-
ferred to the member for that district,
whether Liberal or Labour. It is not the
prerogative of a Commonwealth member
to interfere with those questions that come
under the control of a State department.
I know what would happen if a State
member of Parliament wrote to a Common-
wealth Minister on a Federal matter. He
would soon be told what to do. However,
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apparently that was an inadvertent
happening, and I hope it will not occur
again.

Mr, Heal: It will.

Mr. MOIR: One matter about which I
was rather surprised and which shows the
difference in the point of view—

Mr. W. Hegney: You don't want to be
surprised at anything this erowd does.

Mr. MOIR,; I am still capable of being
surprised. Recently an inquiry was held
into the basic wage on a Commonwealth
basis. That inquiry lasted for several
months. On the bench were learned
gentlemen whe heard all the evidence that
was submitted by expert witnesses from all
over the Commonwealth, including leading
economists. Any person was at liberty to
give evidence before that tribunal if it
was considered pertinent to the inquiry.
After months of eliciting information the
judges reserved their finding; and finally,
on a majority decision, decided that the
basic wage should be increased by 15s. a
week.

One of the considerations they had to
keep in mind was whether the economy
of the country could afford such an in-
crease. Nevertheless, after due considera-
tion and after hearing all the evidence
submitted by expert witnesses and those
learned men coming to the conclusion that
it could, we had many people making all
sorts of terrible predictions—including our
own Premier—of the effect that this de-
cision would have on the country.

It seems rather remarkable to me after
all these experts advising that an inerease
in the basic wage is warranted and that
the economy of the country can stand it, .
and learned judges deciding that the basic
wage shall he increased, people can rush
into print to predict all sorts of dire re-
sults. In other words, they are saying that
this high Commonwealth authority was
completely wrong and did not know what
it was doing.

On the other hand, I have noticed from
Press reports that General Motors Holden
Ltd. made tremendous profits from its
operations last year, and yet there is not
one word from those people who have com-
plained about a rise in the basic wage.

Those people have not offered one word
of criticism about the effect such a huge
profit would have on the economy of the
country. In my opinion the profit made
by General Motors Holden is more likely
to have a bad effect on the economy of
Australia than any increase in the hasic
wage. There is one feature concerning the
making of this profit which T am sure will
have to be faced by the Commonwealth
Government, no matter how desirous it is
of introducing overseas capital into Aus-
tralia for investment. The Common-
wealth Government is faced with the prob-
lem that when such a company makes
these large profits the dividends psayable
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to shareholders are sent out of Australia,
and this constitutes a great loss in our
export income.

Before drawing my remarks to & close,
I emphasise the hope that this Govern-
ment will not continue with its airy pro-
mises to the goldmining industry and will
give us something concrete on what it
intends to do to assist the industry. 1
hope it will not try to convey the impres-
sion that it will grant assistance beyond
what was given previously, if, in fact, it is
unable to assist.

MR. W, A. MANNING (Narrogin)
[6.26]1: I have a few words to contribuie
to this debate. Firstly, I differ from the
opinion expressed by the previcus speaker;
namely, that he is disappointed with the
Premier., On the contrary, I am proud to
be on this side of the House in company
with the Premier and members of tihe
Government, because I feel that he and
his members will accomplish something
during their term of office which will prove
to be worth while and of benefit to the
State.

Mr.
much!

Rowberry.: Don’t prophesy too

Mr. W. A, MANNING: I am quite sure
the coalition Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment, in view of the breadth of vision
it has shown since it has been on this
side of the House, will prove to be of
value to this State and help to speed its
progress. This State needs a Government
with wide vision.

When I was elected a member of this
Chamber and I spoke to the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply at
that time, I said that one of the most im-
portant steps this State could take was
to encourage trade with our near neigh-
bours in the north—in Singapore, Malaya,
the Persian Gulf, and Ceylon. Those
parts hold teeming millions which provide
a ready market for our gocds. We have
a natural geographical advantage over
other countries to control the market in
those places; but unless we wake up, that
opportunity will not be left to us.

A few years ago, I was visiting Singapore;
and whilst in one of its large stores, 1
noticed a small quantity of Western Aus-
tralian products on the shelves. When I
inquired what was the reason for such a
small display of Western Australian goods,
the answer given to me was, “We can sell
all we can get; our main trouble is that we
cannot get enough.” If that is still the
position we should {ake active steps im-
mediately to take over and hold the market
that is offering there,

There are many other ways by which we
could encourage trade, particularly in our
primary industry. One is that we should
process our primary products as close as
possible to the point of production.
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That point should be kept in mind with
every aspect of our industrial activities.
There is plenty of scope for this to be
done, and in my opinion it is one of the
principal factors that should be taken
into consideration. If we are to boost our
primary production, one of the first steps
we should take is to commence surveys
to ascertain the deficiencies of ihe soil
and what possibitities it would offer if it
were improved with trace elements.

This has not heen evident at present in
this State, yet it has been the practice in
countries overseas for many years. I have
before me a report issued by the Edinburgh
and East of Scotland College of Agricul-
ture in 1949, ten years ago, when a particu-
lar farmer was able to secure a report
on his land. I will read & small extract from
that report fo illustrate my point. The
report was on his paddock—or en his
field—as it is called in Scotland. It reads
as follows:—

The general sample shows no need
for lime at present, but the ecolour
tests which were made in the field
suggest that the light land at the top
of the hill is slichtly sour and I would
advise you to give this part a light
liming at your convenience during the
next year or two; for example, one
ton of ground lime or ground shell
lime or 35 cwt. of ground limestone
per acre.

I am of the opinion that the heavier
land at the base of the slope is not
in need of liming at present, and I pro-
pose that you have it retested at the
end of one rotation by when a light
liming may be justified.

In view of the very low potash con-
tent of this field, I propose that you use
compound potato manure for hoth
mangolds and barley, giving at least
10-cwt per acre for the potatoes and
3-cwt. per acre for barley after oats.

That illustrates the type of soil re-
search report that is required in this State
if we are to secure the utmost benefit
from the lands that are being opened up.
It is possibly not generally known to mem-
bers, but much is being done to encourage
tree-planting in the agricultural areas
with a view to combating soil erosion. Just
out of Narrogin in the forestry area known
as Dryandra there is a Forest Department
nursery established which produces tree
stock for particular areas. This has been
built up in recent years; and in the season
ending next month, they are expected to
market a total of 28,000 trees.

These trees are being sent to the medium
and low rainfall areas of the State. I
do not think there is the slightest doubt
that this should be encouraged. There is
plenty of scope for land development in
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various areas. I have in mind some of
the southern areas—Esperance, and the
like, The scope is, in fact, unlimited.
Last week I happened to be in the Hyden
area, out east in what is known as
Forrestania, the area of the proposed 3,500
farms scheme, 40 miles east of Hyden and
the rabbit-proof fence, where there is
some fine country with a rainfall of 134
inches. This area should be opened up. The
possibilities are tremendous, and there is
ample land that can be opened up. As I
have said, the fleld is wide; it is only a
matter of opportunity.

Another most important matter to which
I wish to refer is that the difficulty of
securing nurses in the country has not yet
been overcome. There is a reason for this
—namely, the training system we have for
nurses. As an illustration, I would explain
to the House that the Narrogin Hospital is
a training centre for nurses in their first
year, but there is a condition laid down
that any girl who starts there must do
her remaining two years in Kalgoorlie.
It is possible that the climate of Kalgoorlie
or Boulder is quite salubrious; on the
other hand, it is possible it is hot. But
the fact remains that a number of the
girls do not desire to go to Kalgoorlie
after having completed their first year’s
training at Narrogin. Yet, if they have
started at Narrogin, it is compulsory for
them to de so. They cannot go to Royal
Perth or any other hospital.

If a girl started her training at the Royal
Perth Hospital she would expect to com-
plete her training there. We train girls
ini the Royal Perth Hospital—the largest
haospital in the State—and we then imagine
they are fully trained. But as a rule they
have no knowledge of conditions that ob-
tain in country hospitals. There should
be some system evolved whereby hurses
could be given a diversity of training which
would enable them to cope with any situa-
tion which might arise.

Mr. Norton: That depends largely on
the deector in the area.

Mr., W. A. MANNING: The centres of
which I speak are approved hospitals. I
would now like to refer to the main point
on which I rose; namely, housing. I have
mentioned this in the House before: and
I have said that, despite the eforts of the
State Housing Commission—which have
been very good—the country areas are
further from being satisfied in their hous-
ing needs than they were in the past.
More houses are being built in the metro-
pohtan area than are hnecessary. ‘That
is sometimes denied, but I will quote from

a Housing Commission report to show that
it is so.

Mr. Heal; I would not say that is cor-
rect.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I will now quote
certain figures from a report of the Hous-
ing Commission dated the 30th June,

[ASSEMBLY.]

1958. The report gives fligures of out-
standing applications as at the 30th June,
1957, and as at the 30th June, 1858, and
reads—

. 30th Jupe, 36th June,
Qutatanding appli- 1057 1958
cations in metro-
politen area—
Perth ... 5,387 5,035
Fremaotle ... }(Decrease of 266 (Decrease of 362
Midland Jein, | on the previous ou the previous
year) year)
Country  appllca-
tlons outstunding 1,104 1,227

(Increase of 37
on the previous
year)

{Increase of 123
on the previoua
year)

S0 the number of applications out-
standing at the end of hoth years showed
an increase in country areas and a de-
crease in the metropolitan area, which is
positive proof that sufficient houses are
nct being built in the country areas. There
is a reason why that trend has heen ac-
centuated. As most members know, houses
are being built in the metropolitan area
from funds provided by insurance com-
panies, building socleties, and similar
bodies, which will not extend the same
privilege to country people.

So in addition to the Housing Commis-
sion getting ahead of itself in the metro-
politan area, we have all these other org-
anisations also providing homes here. I
have repeatedly had people coming to me
—people who have found it necessary to
give up their jobs, because they could not
find houses in which to live in the country.

Some of these people have told me that
they would have to leave their jobs and
go to the metropolitan area. I know for
a fact that when they do go to the mefro-
politan area it is possible for them to
secure a house. I do not say they are
provided with a house from the Housing
Commission, because it is necessary for
such people to put their names on the
waiting list; but there is not one person
who has come to me who has not found
a house in the metfropolitan area after
finding it impossible to do so in the coun-
try. There is an copporfunity for this
Government to ensure that the country
people are given at least a fair deal in
regard to their housing permits.

Mr. Watts: The Minister told me this
morning that he was going to look into
the matter of housing in country areas.

Mr. W, A, MANNING: I am very glad
to hear that.

Mr. W. Hegney: It looks like a bigger
dose of socialism in the country.

Mr, W. A, MANNING: When I brought
this matter fo the notice of the ex-Minis-
ter for Housing (Mr. Graham) he teld me
that he would make available £40,000 for
a building society in Narrogin if I could
start it. I thought that was an excellent
offer, and I left no stone unturned to get
things moving.
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I was impossible to secure the required
number of people who had the available
money, at the one time, to warrant the
starting of a building society. There is no
need to secure all the people at one time,
because the number can be spread over a
period, hut there were many factors which
made me very wary about starting one.
Eventually I gave up the idea, because
there would be too much responsibility in
starting a society like this, not knowing
where the end was, when the participants
had finished their payments in 30 to 35
years’ time, When leading people into a
scheme like thig, I like to khow where they
are going.

I examined the rules of the building
societies which were receiving funds from
the Commonweszlth to be allocated to house
construction. The allocation to these
societies is one of the reasons why the State
Housing Commission is not receiving as
much funds as previously. I fear many
members of these huilding societies are not
aware to what extent they are committed.

Obviously, the members of the societies
are responsible for paying off the value of
the house, plus interest. In addition, how-
ever, they are also responsible to meet the
expenses of the building society. I do not
know if anyone can tell me what is the
limit of those expenses.

The following are examples of some of
the rules of these building societies:—

(1) Members shall pay such amount
per share per month calculated from
the first pay as the Board shall from
time to time determine and this
amount shall be applied towards the
management expenses of the Society
and a separate account of the moneys
received and expended on account of
management shall be kept. Members
applying for shares after the first pay
shall pay the amount so determined
retrospectively to the first pay pro-
vided that the management expenses
charged to the member shall not ex-
ceed # per centum per annum on the
balance of principal moneys owing by
the member computed with monthly
rests.

This paragraph appears to place a limit
on what may have to be provided, but is it
s0 when we look at the following?

(2) If the last preceding balance-
' sheet of the Society has disclosed a
loss or deficiency of any kind, the
member shall be liable to contribute
to such deficiency in proportion to the
number of shares held having regard
to the number of shares in the
Society.

(3) If during any year the Society
sustains any loss exceeding the amount
of its reserve fund the excess shall be
dehbited to the accounts of the members
excepting ordinary members in respect
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of their shares in propertion to the
amounts standing to the credit of each
at the beginning of such year.

Mr. O'Connor: The same will apply to
any profits.

Mr, W. A. MANNING: Yes. I would not
mind if the members secured their profits
and thus reduced the price of their houses.
What concerns me is that the expenses of
a building society can be so high that the
members are shouldered with a respon-
sihility of having to meet an expense
account every year. I do not know what is
the limit of the expenses, and I think some
thorough investigation should be made. I
understand that the Minister for Housing
is contemplating some action in this regard,
but at this stage I do not know what it is.
I am bringing this matter to the notice of
members, because there is a danger that
people joining some building societies do
not know what they are going into

I dropped the idea of starting a building
sociefy because I could not find any justifi-
cation in so doing unless I could be assured
that the members of the society would not
be burdened with the heavy expenses.

Mr. Bickerton: Should not the State
Government dispose of the State Housing
Commission, along with the other Govern-
ment undertakings?

Mr. W. A, MANNING: If the hon.
member were to ask me something which
was sane I would answer him. The State
Housing Commission has a responsibility,
distinct from that of the State trading con-
cerns. I now refer {o another matter
concerning housing. Last year the Minister
for Housing in the previous Government
started an experiment in Narrogin by
providing houses for natives, after I had
put forward a proposal that houses, suit-
able to the needs of natives, be built as an
experiment. The idea was to lift them from
the squalid conditions of their camps, and
provide them with houses of a high enough
standard.

Four houses were built as an experiment.
I visited those houses a few weeks ago at
11 am. on a Saturday morning, when
usually there is great activity going on in
the family and the day's cleaning has not
commenced., I found those homes to be
exceedingly well-kept. There was good
quality furniture in them and the floors
were covered with linoleum. They were
clean and the womenfolk occupying them
were neatly dressed. The mid-day meal was
being prepared; I ¢ould smell the cooking.
I said I would be glad to stay for lunch
if T could. In fact, any person could have
stayed for lunch in the homes. of these
natives, who only & few months previously
had heen living in reserves.

Mr. W. Hegney: Some white women
have their house cleaning done by 11 am.

also.

Mr. W. A, MANNING: I am not deny-
ing that; but many people think that the
native women are not capable of doing the



646

same. I made the visit in company with
the secretary of the welfare association.
He went to collect the rent and he met
with considerable success. One family
was away in town doing shopping. Before
they left they took the money for the
rent to their neighbours with a request
that if the rent collector came the rent
was to be given to him., I asked this man
if the rental was being paid regularly. He
said most of them were four weeks in ad-
vance; they did that just in case some-
thing might happen to prevent them pay-
ing for a week or two.

Mr. Sewell: What Government
ated the scheme?

Mr, W. A. MANNING: I said it was done
by the previpus Minister for Housing, and
1 give him full credit for it. He enabled
this scheme to be proceeded with, and it
has turned out to he a success.

Mr. Graham: The member for Narrogin
is entitled to considerable credit also.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I could not have
done much without the Minister's co-
operation. The scheme is progressing very
satisfactorily. The present Government is
so capable of carrying on the affairs of
this State that there is no need for me
to enlarge on the matters which should
be drawn to its attention.

On motion by Mr. I, W. Manning, de-
bate adjourned.

initj-

House adjourned at 550 p.m,
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

STATE TRADING CONCERNS

Disposal of Wyndham Meatworks and
Robb’s Jelty Works

1. The Hon. F. J, 8 WISE asked the
Minister for Mines:
In view of the reply given by the
Minister for Mines to my question
on Tuesday, the 28th July, 1959,
I now ask—

(1} If the Government does in-
tend to dispose of Wyndham
Meatworks and/or the W.A.
Meat Exports Robb’s Jetty
Works to private enterprise,
will it clearly state so by
answering “Yes"?

(2) If the Government does not
intend to dispose of Wynd-
ham Meatworks and/or the
W.A. Meat Exports Robb’s
Jetty Works to private en-
terprise, will it clearly state
so by answering “No"?

The Hon. A, F. GRIFFITH replied:

(1) and{(2) The Government's policy
has been clearly stated in respect
of State trading concerns, and
therefore the type of answer re-
quested by the honourable mem-
ber is not appropriate. The
categorical answers requested can-
not be given at this stage.

CLOSED REFORM SCHOOL
Caversham Building

2. The Hon. A. L, LOTON asked the Min-

ister for Local Government:

(1) On what date was the closed re-
form school building at Cavers-
ham commenced?

(2> What was the original estimated
cost?

{3) What has been the cost to date?

(4) What is the estimated cost to
complete the school?

(6) When is it anticipated that the
school will be completed?

The Hon. L., A, LOGAN replied:

(1) June, 1958.

(2) £125,000. This was an approxi-
mate estimate made before full
particulars were available,

(3} £102,000.

(4) £185,000 without furnishing, which
may amount to a further £16,000.

(5) March, 1960.

HOUSING COMMISSION RENTS
Collectiors at Bunbury

3. The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON asked

the Minister for Mines:

(1) For what years did a private
organisation collect rents for the
State Housing Comimission in
Bunbury?



